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Preschool and Children Life Group Lesson Plan
April 24

Spying and Crying

Numbers 13:17-14:38

May 1

Rock Water and Snakes

Numbers 20:2-13; 21:4-9

May 8

The Talking Donkey

Numbers 22:1-41

May 15

Passing on God’s Story

Deuteronomy 4:32-40; 6:1-25

May 22

Don’t Forget God!

Deuteronomy 8:1-20

May 29

Blessings and Curses

Deuteronomy 28:1-24

June 5

Rahab Hides the Spies

Joshua 2:1-24

June 12

Fall of Jericho

Joshua 6:1-21

June 19

The Sun Stands Still

Joshua 10:1-27

We have included the lesson plan for the whole family to show you that this journey through the Bible
is for the everyone. Also, we have included this to equip parents, grandparents, and influencers of the
children of God’s church with the ability to know exactly what they will be receiving in life group each
week. As you can see this aligns with what students and adults are learning in life group weekly. It is
our desire to see you as your child’s primary faith influencer which is Biblical and falls under our hope
to see everyone Bible Anchored.
Deuteronomy 6:4-7, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you
today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise.”
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Exodus Era
People of Unbelief and Rebellion - Numbers 11-16
(April 24)
Overview
God demonstrates His goodness, grace, and mercy by choosing Abraham and His descendants as His
own special people. Israel's response to the outstretched hand of God reflects, as in a mirror, the
proud, stubborn, and rebellious heart of all humanity. Since the Fall, man struggles to live by faith in
the goodness of God and the Word of God.
Instead, we live by sight, trapped by our fleshly existence, blind to spiritual truth and spiritual reality.
Israel has the promises of God regarding their existence and their land. They also have the very
presence of God in their midst; still, they walk in unbelief and rebellion. When God's people walk in
unbelief, they rebel against Him and align themselves with the evil powers of darkness.
Today's lesson focuses on four scenes from next week's reading that illustrate the depravity of the
human heart.
Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this teaching, you will be able to connect Israel's rebellion and unbelief in the
wilderness with your own and identify areas of rebellion and unbelief often overlooked today.
Key Truths
• Discontentment occurs when we glamorize the past while experiencing difficulty in the present.
• To have God's presence in the midst of uncertainty assures us of His care and certain provision.
• Operating outside of God's designated authority causes dissension and brings certain judgment.
• Resting on God's promise in the midst of challenging circumstances prevents man from making
foolish choices.
Lesson Outline
Since the Fall, all humanity enters this world with a sinful default system that naturally questions
God's character (is He good) and His Word (that He will do what He says). This is first seen in the
creation era with the Serpent and Eve. The Wilderness experience also reveals the ugliness of sin
emerging from the hearts of the people and the leaders of Israel. Despite Israel's continued rebellion,
however, God proves that He is good and that He keeps His word.
Why must believers study the stories that occur during Israel's wilderness journey? Paul answers this
very question in 1 Corinthians 10:6,10-11, "Now these things became our examples, to the intent
that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted and do not become idolaters as were
some of them ... Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our
admonition, upon who the ends of the ages have come. Therefore, let him who thinks he stands
take heed lest he fall." These verses follow a synopsis of the forty years Israel wandered in the desert.
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•

“For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our fathers were all under the
cloud and they all passed through the sea; and they all were baptized into Moses in the cloud
and in the sea; and they all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink, for
they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.
Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased; for their dead bodies were spread out in
the wilderness.” (1 Corinthians 10:1-5)

• God was not pleased with most of them:
o They committed sexual immorality
o They tested God
o They complained
They bore the consequences of their unbelief, rebellion, and enslavement to the flesh when some
died by the hand of God (Numbers 11:33, 14:37, 16:30-35), and others by snake bite (Numbers 21:6),
while others were destroyed by the destroyer (Ex. 12:23). Those who escaped the bondage of Egypt
were ensnared by their unbelief. As a result, everyone 20 years old and above, except Joshua and
Caleb, perished during the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. (Numbers 14:29)
Let’s look at four stories flowing from the heart of Numbers that illustrate, though God rescues His
people from Egypt, yet their hearts remain enslaved to life in Egypt.
1. Discontentment: The demanding spirit of people who 'live in the flesh' – (read Numbers 11 :1-6).
"Who will give us meat to eat?" Tired of daily manna, the people wanted something more,
something different. The text provides at least two reasons for their behavior:
• The influence of foreigner’s “rabble” in their midst. (11:4-6) The voices of those around God's
people persuade God's people that God is withholding some 'good' from them. They begin to focus
on what they don't have instead of thanking God for what they do have.This is the voice of Satan,
who, in the Garden, tempts Adam and Eve to substitute 'good' over God by emphasizing the
forbidden fruit.
• They became "unthankful," "their foolish hearts were darkened," "professing to be wise, they
became fools." The voice of Satan speaks today as it works in concert with the world's
advertisements that awaken the cravings of the heart and flesh. He desires that believers run after
what they don't have instead of rejoicing in all that they do have. The memory of the past. (11:5)
The people forget the bondage and their cries for deliverance while in Egypt; they focus instead on
what they ate in Egypt. (Read Romans 1:21-22)
• Paul reminds believers, " 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, so that you obey its
desires. " (Rom.6:12), that, "those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh," and that, "to be carnally minded is death ...because the carnal mind is enmity against
God." (Rom. 8:6-7a) Thoughts centered on fleshly fulfillment always lead to discontentment and
rebellion. (Num.11:6) Discontentment, therefore, is a step closer to total alignment with Satan and
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his plan for your life – run after what we don’t have seeking fulfillment in the things of the world
rather than fulfillment in the Lord.
James 4:4, “You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of
God.”

2. Envy: A domineering woman related to God's designated authority – (Read Numbers 12:1-16)
• God establishes Moses as leader; Miriam's relationship as his sister elevates her into a leadership
role as she leads the women to worship the living God. (remember the lesson in Ex.15:20-21) Now,
however, it appears that leadership has gone to her head. Miriam, as Moses' older sister, takes
exception to his choice in a wife. (12:1-2) She influences Aaron to join her in rebellion. Miriam
seeks to take God's place in Moses' life and to assume leadership equality with Moses; instead, she
is called out by God and suffers as a leper outside the camp for seven days. (12:10-15)

3. A disbelieving band of spies – (Read Numbers 13:1, 25-30;14:1-4)
• The negative influence of ten faithless men. Moses commissions one representative from each
tribe to go up and spy out the land of Canaan. Ten of the men operate from a dismal view of God
and report back, declaring, "We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger
than we…The land devours its inhabitants. (13:31) Joshua and Caleb, however, see Canaan in the
light of God's greatness.
Are we like the faithless men or like Caleb and Joshua? The faithless men apparently don’t
remember the promise of God as He said to Moses right before they were sent to spy out the land
– “Send men to scout out the land of Canaan I am giving to the Israelites.” 13:1. But they see
evidence of the fruit of the land, but instead of focusing on the promise of God, their focus is
placed on the perceived trouble that would await them if they tried to conquer it.
• The negative response of the tribe of Israel. The attitude of ten spies influences rebellion
throughout Israel. “And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the
whole congregation said to them, 'If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had
died in this wilderness.” (14:2)
• The negative view of life by the entire congregation. They view death in Egypt or in the wilderness
as better than experiencing God's presence and provision in the desert and receiving His promise
regarding the land of Canaan.
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• Thank goodness Moses intercedes on their rebellious behalf (14:13-19) because God pardons them
(14:20) to an extent (those under 20 years old) as the Lord would not let the people continue to
abuse his grace (Read 14:26-35).

4. Defiance: A disenchanted group of leaders – (Read and summarize Numbers 16:1-11,12-19, 20-32)
Ever since the Fall, man resists being under the authority of another. Insubordination to God's
designated authority is insubordination to God. Again, just like we saw with Miriam we see a revolt
against God’s chosen authority in Moses and God’s authority itself.
The issue at the core of the rebellion was a challenge to the authority God had set up. Because God
set up this rightful authority, then, the rebellion was truly against Him. And we see the cost of the
rebellion – the lives of those who lead it were taken along with their families.
It can be easy to slip into the sin of seeking power, status, position rather than the contentment in
knowing the God has us right where He wants us to be and to serve him faithfully.
Note that even after all the community had come out in support of Korah, only the true servants of
God—Moses and Aaron— fell facedown and, risking their own lives, appealed to His graciousness so
the whole community might not suffer His wrath. The true servant of God puts the needs of the
people before his own welfare (16:22).

Summary
God speaks directly to Miriam in the rebellion, and through Joshua and Caleb to give His direction.
God acts by opening the earth to swallow Korah, by punishing Miriam with leprosy, and by sending
manna and quail to feed His people.
God reveals His provision and power through the quail, His guidance through the wanderings, and His
holiness through the judgment at Kadesh-Barnea (Numbers 13:32-33).
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Exodus Era
A Clash of Kingdoms - Numbers 22-25
(May 1)
Overview
Israel has weathered the internal threats posed by Miriam and Aaron's challenge to Moses' leadership
and by Korah, Dathan, and Abiram's rebellion. The nation has failed the test of faith in sending spies
into Canaan and rejecting Joshua and Caleb's minority report. They walk under judgment, doomed to
wander forty years in the wilderness. Moses has failed the test of honor in striking the rock and not
hallowing God in front His people, and Aaron has died. Early victories against Canaanites at Hormah
and against Sihon, king of Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan, indicate that God still fights on behalf of
His people, and the incident of the bronze serpent has provided a picture of God's forgiving grace in
the face of Israel's rebellion.
At the time of this story, Israel's forty years of wandering are nearly finished. Moses is soon to conduct
a second census of the people, which will demonstrate God's faithfulness (preserving their numbers)
and thoroughness (the entire previous generation, with the exception of Joshua, Caleb, and Moses,
has died). After this census, Moses will preach his last sermon, Deuteronomy, and Israel will enter the
land of promise without him.
One trial remains for God's people, however: their victories have put fear into the heart of Balak, king
of Moab, and he seeks out a sorcerer's power to counter this fear.
Today's lesson will focus on the clash of kingdoms as an earthly king seeks to hurt the people of the
Heavenly King.
Lesson Objective
Our hope is that you will be able to identify three types of attack that face God's people and will be
able to apply truths from this story to the attacks faced in your own life.
Key Truths
• Every generation of God's people faces social/political, spiritual, and moral threats. Spiritual
warfare is real, and God fights unseen battles on behalf of His people. (Deut. 3:22)
• When God's people allow earthly kingdom values and activities in their midst, they forgo God's
protection and invite God's judgment.
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Lesson Outline
Since the Fall, man has struggled with three consequences of sin: fear, guilt, and shame. Because
Adam and Eve were afraid, they hid; because they were ashamed of their nakedness, they tried to
cover themselves with leaves; and because they were guilty, they attempted to prove their innocence
by blaming others. Every culture on earth deals with fear, shame, and guilt, attempting to control fear
by acquiring power, to cover shame by acquiring honor (or killing the source of shame), and to cover
guilt by excusing sin, blaming others, or legalizing wrongdoing. 6
(Read Numbers 22:5-6)
When Balak sees Israel's victory over the Amorites, he becomes "exceedingly afraid of the people
because they [are] many, and Moab [is] sick with dread because of the children of Israel" (Num.
22:2). How does he counter this fear? The way the kingdoms of this world counter fear-by acquiring
power! He seeks out Balaam son of Beor, a diviner whose fame Balak acknowledges-"I know that he
whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed" (22:6). Balak sends elders of Midian
and Moab as envoys to Balaam, and immediately the story enters the realm of an unseen battle, an
unusual God, and, sadly, a spiritual failure of unholy people.
1. An unseen battle – (Read Exodus 23:27; Numbers 22:1-21)
This spiritual conflict occurs entirely outside of Israel's camp. Nowhere does the text indicate that the
camp of Israel is aware of Balak's scheming or Balaam's sorcery.
Several observations arise at this point:
• Moab's fear is a direct result of God's promise to His people in Exodus: "I will send My fear before
you, I will cause confusion among all the people to whom you come, and will make all your
enemies turn their backs to you" (23:27). Moab's fear, even expressed by their wicked actions,
indicates God's control of the situation, and, because God has ordained the fear, He has also
obligated Himself to protect His people from Moab's actions.
• This spiritual conflict does not require a physical battle. God responds to the threat in kind. Balak's
desire to curse Israel contradicts God's promise to Abraham, "I will bless you and make your name
great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses
you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Gen. 12:2-3). God has obligated
Himself to bless Israel; by extension He must frustrate the curses of their enemies.

6 An idea developed by Roland Muller in The Messenger, the Message, the Community: Three Critical
Issues for the Cross-Cultural Church Planter, Altona, MB, Canada: Canbooks, 2010. Also available
online through rmuller.com.
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• When Balaam finally goes with Balak's envoys, he only goes because God finally permits it, and
only under constraints: "…only the word which I speak to you that you shall do" (22:20). We see
that God’s people are under attack even in some ways that they can’t see.

2. An unusual God – (Numbers 22:22-41; 23:1-6, 11-17, 25-30; 24:1)
(Read Numbers 22:22-31)
Diviners, mediums, and devotees of other gods (representatives of earthly kingdom people) have
always sought to manipulate spiritual forces by means of magic, sacrifices, bargaining, or other
actions.
Balaam and Balak are no different. Balak honestly thinks that, because of Balaam's personal power, he
can pay the diviner to change God's mind about His people. God teaches several lessons about Himself
as He interacts with Balaam:
• His purity: "And the Angel of the LORD said to him, 'Why have you struck your donkey these
three times? Behold, I have come out to stand against you, because your way is perverse before
Me." (22:32) Unlike Balak, the spirits, or the gods of the nations, God does not respect or respond
to sorcery; in fact, He despises it.
• His authority: God interrupts Balaam's journey to Balak by sending the Angel of the LORD to
rebuke him and by speaking through Balaam's own donkey. He has power to intervene at any
moment, by any means. God also warns Balaam: "The donkey saw Me and turned aside from Me
these three times. If she had not turned aside from Me, surely I would also have killed you by
now, and let her live." (22:33) Balaam cannot control this situation by whatever power he has
used in the past; in contrast, his very life depends on God's mercy.
• His will (22:40-41; 23:1-5, 11-19, 25-30; 24:1): Once God has obligated Himself to bless, He cannot
be induced to curse. Balaam clearly knows something about how God operates, because he
approaches Him with seven sacrifices each time he seeks to curse Israel, but he has failed to grasp
the purpose of sacrifice, which is to come to God God's way, by the blood of the innocent on
behalf of the guilty. He combines sacrifice with sorcery (24:1) to summon God. He repeats this
process twice (22:40-23:6; 23:13-17). When he realizes that he cannot manipulate God (unlike the
spirits or the gods of the nations!), he waits for God to speak a third time (24:1), and God speaks a
fourth time without Balaam's use of sacrifices. After the first failure to curse Israel, Balak seeks to
manipulate the situation to get a different result, moving Balaam from place to place in hopes that,
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the fewer Israelites he can actually see, the more likely God will allow him to speak a curse. But
God is not like men (23:19) or like the gods of the nations. He has bound Himself to His people, to
protect them, defeat their enemies, multiply them, and bless them.

3. Undimmed blessings – (Read Numbers 23:7-12, 18-24; 24:2-25)
Every time Balaam seeks to curse the people, God puts a blessing in his mouth. These blessings
include:
• "Who can count the dust of Jacob, or number one-fourth of Israel?" (23:10). This echoes God's
promises to Abraham (Gen. 13:16) and Jacob (28:16).
• "The LORD his God is with him, and the shout of a King is among them" (23:21, emphasis added).
• "For there is no sorcery against Jacob, nor any divination against Israel. It now must be said of
Jacob and of Israel, 'Oh, what God has done!’” (Num. 23:23).
• "How lovely are your tents, 0 Jacob! Your dwellings, 0 Israel! Like valleys that stretch out, like
gardens by the riverside, like aloes planted by the LORD, like cedars beside the waters. He shall
pour water from his buckets, and his seed shall be in many waters. His king shall be higher than
Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted" (24:5-7, emphasis added).
• "I see Him, but now; I behold Him, but not near; a Star shall come out of Jacob; a Scepter shall
rise out of Israel, and batter the brow of Moab, and destroy all the sons of tumult" (24:17).
The first blessing we see is that God keeps His promise to multiply His people and to protect His
people. The second is that several times God mentions a king in His blessings, but Israel has no king! In
an absolutely amazing turnaround, God not only uses Balaam to bless where he had intended to
curse, but God also pronounces a promise of the King to come–Jesus. Who is in control of this
situation? Who is protecting and blessing His people? Who has their future in mind, even in the faces
of scheming enemies?

4. Unholy people- Numbers 25; Revelation 2:14.
During this entire story, God has been protecting His unsuspecting people against political (Balak) and
spiritual (Balaam) attacks. He has acted in total faithfulness to them, blessing as He had promised,
thwarting the schemes of an earthly king, and giving them promises of the true King to come and
defeat all of their enemies. But Israel, faced with the temptations of the Midianite women, fails the
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test of holiness and so invites God's judgment on them. God's default position is to bless His people,
but He cannot and will not bless sin.
(Read Numbers 25:1)—It simply says that they began to play the harlot. If we play with sin at all we
take a high chance of falling headfirst into the temptation.
According to the Book of Revelation, Balaam actually plans this moral attack: "But I have a few things
against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to
put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit
sexual immorality." (2:14) Seeing that God will not allow him to curse Israel, he counsels Balak to trick
Israel into calling God's curse down on themselves by sending Midianite and Moabite women among
them to invite Israelites to their sacrifices. Israelites attend these celebrations and join with the
nations in bowing down to their gods. In particular, they join themselves to Baal of Peor, provoking
God to anger. (Read Numbers 25:6) The atmosphere of rebellion in the camp is so thick that Zimri, son
of Salu, a Simeonite, takes a Midianite woman into his tent to sleep with her, directly in front of
Moses and all Israel, right after God has ordered the death of each man who has participated in this
evil. God sends a plague on Israel, and it kills 24,000 people before Phinehas the priest puts a stop to
the plague by killing Zimri and the woman he's sleeping with.
Balak's main concern had been the sheer size of Israel and the fact that he couldn't handle their
numbers. Thanks to Israel's own immorality, 24,000 of their own die. By their unfaithfulness, they fulfill
what Balak had failed to accomplish by sorcery.

Summary
God speaks to Balaam and fills his mouth with blessings for His people, including the promise of a King
to come.
God acts by preventing Balak's desired curses.
God reveals that He cannot be manipulated by any human scheme. He reveals His holiness by dealing
with sin in Israel's camp.
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Exodus Era
Stepping into the Promised Land – Deuteronomy 4:1-9
(May 8)
Overview
In Deuteronomy 1-3, Moses addresses the nation of Israel and reminds them of their past whereby
God had delivered them from the Egyptians. God had parted the Red Sea. The Lord had dealt with
their grumbling, arguing, and lack of gratitude. Through it all, God has provided for them. In
Deuteronomy 4, to enter the land that God had promised to them, a land with an abundance of fertile
soil, fruit, and honey; they would need to obey His commands. In these first nine verses, Moses
instructs, reminds, and exhorts them to walk in obedience.
Lesson Objective
At the end of the lesson, you will understand that many of the promises of God come with
expectations, and those expectations are for God’s glory and your blessing.
Key Truths
• Following God starts with listening to God.
• Following God requires us to accept His Word as written.
• Following God requires us to learn from the past.
• Following God results in us teaching truth.
Lesson Outline- Deuteronomy 4:1-9
1. Following God Requires You to Listen - (Read Deuteronomy 4:1)
First, what is a statute?
A decree or law issued by a ruler or governing body, or especially by God as the supreme ruler.
Second, statutes and commandments and laws preceded the days of Moses. The Lord said the
following to Isaac in Genesis 26:4-5; “I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will
give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed; because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and
My laws.”
Third, you can’t know if you are obedient to God, if you first don’t know what He expects of you. The
first aspect of obedience is to listen. God spoke to Israel through Moses who told them to listen.
Moses wanted them to know God’s commandments and statutes and then perform them.
Does God not likewise, call us to know His Word? Just as Israel needed to be reminded of what God
had done for them, we need to be reminded of what God has done for us; and just as they needed to
listen to God, through His Word; we need to listen to God.
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Many lack discernment and direction because they do not stop and listen to God. One may feel that
he knows the answer without waiting upon God. Another may not feel that she should bother God
with situation. In both cases, the individual did not know the will of God because the individual did not
listen to God.

2. Following God Requires us to Accept His Word as Written - (Read Deuteronomy 4:2)
It is in our nature to want to adjust what is expected of us. We like to control the expectations put on
us just in case we fail to meet the expectations of others. However, verse 2 is clear. We are not to add
or take away from what God expects of us. We are not to be spiritual liberals or legalists. Spiritual
liberals minimize what God expects. Spiritual legalists add to what God expects.
Proverbs 30:6- Do not add to His words or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar.
There is nothing God needs added to His Word. Our role is to listen, accept it, and obey it. He sets the
standard. He reveals the expectations. Our role is full obedience.
Verse 2 clearly states that the people of Israel were to “keep the commandments of the Lord.”
We Christians are taught the same truth in the New Testament.
1 John 2:3- By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.
1 John 2:4- The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments,
is a liar, and the truth is not in him;
1 John 3:24- The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this
that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.
The people of Israel were to obey the Ten Commandments which are summarized in the New
Testament as the two great commandments (Mark 12:30-31). As we just read from 1 John, the
Christian is to keep the commandments, just as the Israelites were to keep the commandments. We
are not to add or take away from what God has commanded.

3. Following God Requires Remembrance of the Past - (Read Deuteronomy 4:3-4)
What has occurred in your past is gone and you can’t change it; but the lessons learned must not be
forgotten because your past is there to strengthen you to live for Jesus in the present.
In verses 3-4 Moses reminds the people of the sad event that transpired at Baal-peor.
Numbers 25:1-3 records the event. While Israel remained at Shittim, the people began to play the
harlot with the daughters of Moab. For they invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and
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the people ate and bowed down to their gods. So Israel joined themselves to Baal of Peor, and the
Lord was angry against Israel.
The Moabite people invited the Hebrew people (Israel) to a feast where pagan worship took place. In
addition, the Israelite men participated in immoral behavior with the temple prostitutes. According to
Numbers 25, one of the Jewish men even brought his night friend back to the Jewish camp (Numbers
25:6). As a result of the Israelites sin, God had 24,000 of them put to death (Num 25:9). However, the
ones that obeyed are the ones that Moses is instructing. “But you who held fast to the Lord your God
are alive today, every one of you” (Deuteronomy 4:4).
What the enemy could not accomplish by way of opposing Israel, the enemy accomplished by way of
befriending Israel. Israel was invited to participate in sin with the Moabites and they did.
Though this reminder certainly was not pleasant, it was important that Israel remember what they did
and what God did. Their past was to aid them as they pressed on. We are not to live in the past, but
we are to remember the lessons the Lord has taught us from the past. If we forget them, we are
likely to repeat them.

4. Following God Demands Obedience Which Results in Understanding and Testimony
(Read Deuteronomy 4:5-8)
Moses taught the commands of the Lord for them to obey them and that they may have
understanding. The laws of the Lord were used to display the superiority of God over the false gods of
the peoples. These statutes and commandments were not meaningless rules. Obedience would allow
Israel to be blessed and would allow them to be a positive witness to others in the land. Israel was
called to listen, to understand, and to obey. The result is provided in verse 6. Others would recognize
their wisdom and the greatness of God.
Following God starts with listening.
•
Following God requires acceptance of God’s Word.
•
Following God requires remembrance of the past.
•
Following God demands obedience, which results in understanding and testimony.
In verse 9, Moses ends his opening statement with three exhortations God has for His people (Read
Deuteronomy 4:9).
1.

Pay attention to your spiritual well being
Verse 9- “Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently…”

In Ephesians 4:1-3 we learn that unity in the church must be preserved diligently. Just as we
must be diligent to preserve unity in the church, we must be diligent to watch over our own
souls. We are to guard what goes into our minds and hearts (Proverbs 4:23).
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2.

Learn from the past
Verse 9- “…so that you do not forget the things which your eyes have seen…”

Once again, Moses emphasizes the importance of learning from the past.
“Do not forget” is a common phrase used by Moses.
• …watch yourself, that you do not forget the Lord who brought you from the land of Egypt,”
(Deuteronomy 6:12)
• “Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments and
His ordinances and His statutes which I am commanding you today;” (Deuteronomy 8:11)
• “It shall come about if you ever forget the Lord your God and go after other gods and serve
them and worship them, I testify against you today that you will surely perish.”
(Deuteronomy 8:19)
“Do not forget” is imperative. You must remember what God has done. You must learn from
your past. Do not forget.
In regard to the Israelites, Moses could be referring to many things when he says, “do not
forget.” Israel had seen God bring the plagues on the land of Egypt. They were not to forget.
They had experienced God parting the Red Sea. They were not to forget.
God had fed them day after day. They were not to forget.
They had witnessed the presence of God as He led them by cloud in the day and by fire in the
night.
They had seen the provision of the Lord time and time again. They were not to forget.
If we don’t know where we have been (personally, professionally, spiritually, congregationally),
we won’t fully appreciate where we are.
In addition to God’s provisions, Israel had their failures to not forget:
One obvious failure was when Moses had gone to the top of Mount Sinai, and instead of
trusting God with patience, the people down below made for themselves a golden calf.
They acted without hearing from God.
They acted without listening to their leader through whom God spoke.
They acted without wisdom and understanding. They were not to forget.
In addition, they had the incident at Baal Peor that was addressed in verses 3-4. Now, Moses
tells them, …do not forget the things which your eyes have seen (verse 9).
Verse 9- “Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the things
which your eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the days of your life…”
The reference to the heart is important. Moses was commanding Israel to pay attention to
their souls and to not let the statutes and commandments, along with the blessings and
judgments they had endured, to depart from their hearts (Psalm 119:11).
Love for God as shared in the commandments (Mark 12:30-31) is to reside within the heart.
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In Deuteronomy 6 (two chapters after these expectations are given) we read Deuteronomy
6:4-6, “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! 5 “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 “These words, which
I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.”
Israel was to obey His commandments from a heart of love for Him.
Today, we are to obey His commandments from a heart of love.
• 1 John 5:2- By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
observe His commandments.
• 1 John 5:3- For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His
commandments are not burdensome.
• 2 John 6- And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the
commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.
To accept God’s Word is to demonstrate your love for Him by keeping His commandments. We
are to give heed to ourselves and watch over our souls, so that we do not forget the things that
we have read, and the things that we have seen so that the truths and events do not depart
from our hearts all the days of our lives.
1. Pay attention to your spiritual well-being
2. Learn from your past

3. Disciple your children and grandchildren
Verse 9- …but make them known to your sons and your grandsons.
It is the responsibility of the parents and the grandparents to teach their own to trust the Lord
and live under His guidance (2 Timothy 2:2, Psalm 44:1, Titus 2:1-8). The church and her
teachers are to be a support ministry to the parental ministry that occurs within the home. One
of our core values is that we are Disciple Driven. Here, we are reminded of the importance of
one discipling another.

Summary
God speaks in both Old and New Testaments and says nothing should be changed.
God acts through his prophet Moses to remind the people of their past sin so they can live in present
holiness.
God reveals His expectation of obedience that can be fulfilled by obeying Him with a heart that
completely loves Him (heart, soul, might) and others.
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Exodus Era
People of the Book – Deuteronomy 6, 7, 31, 32
(May 15)
Overview
God reveals Himself through speech and action and we have clearly seen this throughout our
Chronological study from Genesis to last weeks lesson where He interacted with Balaam through a
donkey and then by speaking to Balaam and filling his mouth with blessings for His people, including
the promise of a king to come. We learned that God is always fighting for His people and that God is
good and His word is true. He can be trusted and relied upon to keep His promises even when we
cannot see His hand at work. We learned that when we do step out from under the umbrella of
God’s protection, there are consequences and loss of blessings.
We have seen in Genesis how God spoke in creation and displayed His power.
He revealed His wisdom as He formed and filled His creation.
Adam and Eve heard God's voice before they sinned and again as He pursued them after they sinned.
He displayed His redemptive intentions both through a Messianic promise (Gen. 3:15) (the slaying of
an innocent animal to cover human nakedness, Gen. 3:21.
Adam and Eve failed to live by every word that came from the mouth of God.
God instructed Noah to build an ark and informed him of the coming flood (Read Gen. 6:22).
Noah did all according to all God had commanded him.
• He promised Abraham descendants, a nation and a land (Gen. 15:5-6).
• He reminded Isaac and Jacob of His promise made to Abraham.
• He led Joseph through dreams and providence.
• He called Moses to lead Israel out of Egypt and spoke with him face to face in (Exodus 3).
Before his death, Moses recorded these and other stories in the Book of the Law and commanded
the people (and their future king) to read the law regularly. (Read Deut. 31:10-13)
Based on what we just read; why is Bible literacy so crucial?
If it is essential that Israel live by every word that comes from the mouth of God, they should know it
and obey it. Israel’s history with God reveals to the world the knowledge about creation, the origin of
sin and suffering, God’s redemptive promises, and their own sinful nature. Bible literacy drives the
spiritual health of God's people. God perpetually is interested in Bible literacy-in keeping His people
informed. Bible literacy is the seedbed of faith. Paul captures this truth in Romans 10:17 when he
states, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
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Today's lesson focuses on the importance of Bible literacy and the role it plays in the spiritual health
of God's people.
Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this lesson, you will understand why and how Bible literacy drives the spiritual
health of God's people.
Key Truths
• Deuteronomy is so named because Moses repeats the Law prior to the nation's entrance into
the Promised Land--a reminder that Bible literacy must be reinforced to each generation.
(Read Deut. 1:1-3)
• The whole Bible is given to be read; even the book of the Revelation promises a special blessing on
those who read and hear the word of this book. (Read Revelation 1:3)
• A biblically literate people can know God and obey His voice.
• Biblical ignorance opens the door for false teaching and destructive living.
• Bible literacy drives the spiritual welfare of God's people.
Lesson Outline
God exalts Bible literacy among His people and links Bible literacy to the spiritual health of His
people.
1. Bible literacy and life preparation- Deuteronomy 6:1-25

• The Word must first find a comfortable place in the heart. (Read Deut. 6:4-6)
• Personal loyalties or allegiances form in the heart and then express themselves in outward
behavior; the way to the heart is through the head. Paul captures this truth trajectory
(Read Romans 10:13-17) when he pairs hearing the Word with believing the Word.
• Hearing the Word ignites faith. Truth in the heart prepares people. It prepares parents to live
lives that please God and enables them to disciple their children and influence those not only in
the home but also throughout our community. You cannot teach what you do not know and
you cannot lead where you have not been. This is key to being Bible Anchored as we are all
learning through the teaching, the preaching and reading of God’s word.
• Culture at its heart consists of individual families. Biblically literate families build a culture of
Bible literacy; thus, Bible literacy cannot be outsourced to the community.

21

2. Bible literacy and leadership – (Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20)

• Bible literacy promotes spiritual health among God's people beginning with their leaders.
• Everything rises and falls on Leadership. We know many who have fallen and some who
have been successful only because they obeyed the word of the Lord. Think back to the
failures of both Moses and Aaron. Times where they led the people to obedience and
modeled disobedience.

3. Bible Literacy and the fear of the Lord – Deuteronomy 28:58-62

• The Scriptures produce the fear of the Lord, as they accurately present God in all His perfection
in verse 58-59 where it states, “If you are not careful to observe all the words of this law
which are written in this book, to fear this honored and awesome name, the Lord your God,
then the Lord will bring extraordinary plagues on you and your descendants even severe and
lasting plagues, and miserable and chronic sicknesses.” Without the knowledge of God, man
will not care how he lives or consider the consequences of his actions. (Read Proverbs 9:10)
• The consequences of the rest of the Old Testament eras could have been avoided if they had
followed God and kept His Word. That was true then as it is today.

4. Bible literacy, accountability, and judgment- Deuteronomy 29:14-20, 24-29

• The Bible records God's interaction with humanity--His redemption of sinners and His judgment
toward those who defy Him. Without the knowledge of God's judgment on sin and sinners, man
will live carelessly. Even with that knowledge, we tend to wander from the truth.
• Notice v. 29, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to
us and to our children forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.”
• There is personal responsibility and accountability for the sin we commit. We, like the
Israelites cannot blame God because we do not know. We know!

5. Bible literacy and the health of a nation- Deuteronomy 31:9-13,24-27; 32:44-47
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• (Read Deuteronomy 31:9-11) Moses tells Israel's priests to read the Book of the Law to the
entire congregation at the end of every seven years, during the Feast of Booths/Tabernacles.
Moses commands that the Book of the Law also be placed beside the Ark of the Covenant as a
visual witness to the congregation of their responsibility to God. He establishes Bible literacy as
the lifeline of Israel.
• The reading of the Book of the Law to the entire congregation once every seven years during
the Feast of Booths/Tabernacles means that the leaders and the entire congregation must
commit themselves to Bible literacy. If Israel obeys God's command, by the time children reach
the age of eighteen, they will have heard the Book of the Law (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy) read out loud at least twice.
• Public reading of the Book of the Law benefits the people in a number of ways:
o Reading the Book of the Law provides educational material covering major subjects:
science, history, language, social studies, philosophy, theology, and so forth.
o Hearing the Book of the Law raises questions and requires parental participation as they
answer and discuss these questions with their children.
o Discussing the Book of the Law with others stimulates thinking and creates community.
o Hearing the Book of the Law exposes sinful behavior and moves people toward repentance,
(Read Nehemiah 8:8-9).
o Hearing the Book of the Law causes leaders to humble themselves before God and seek His
blessing, (Read 2 Chron. 34:19-21). This reveals that after the king heard the words of the
law, he tore his clothes and sought the truth from God’s law because he understood that
the wrath of the Lord, which was being poured out, was because of their fathers and their
failure to keep the word of the Lord and to do according to all that is written in the Book of
the Law.
o Each generation must commit to Bible literacy. Bible literacy is the seedbed of faith.
Without faith no man can please God (Heb. 11:6). Jesus exalts Bible literacy as He confronts
the devil's temptation in the wilderness in Matthew 4:4, where Jesus said, “Man cannot live
on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”
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Summary
God speaks through the Word to every generation and fully expects each generation to teach the
Word to following generations.
God acts by preserving His Word so that every generation has access to Scripture in some form.
God reveals Himself through general revelation and special revelation: general revelation
includes creation, history, and conscience; special revelation is His Word, which reveals His
person and His redemptive plan.
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Exodus Era
We Shall Remember and Respond – Deuteronomy 8:1-20
(May 22)
Overview
Throughout the book of Deuteronomy, we find the Lord telling the people of Israel to “remember” (15
times). Deuteronomy 8 is one of those occasions. Anytime a person or a group of people are about to
reap blessings, it is important to remember what God has done for you to reap those blessings. For
Israel to enjoy the land promised to them, they would have to listen to God, remember what He had
said, and obey what He had said.
Lesson Objective
At the end of this lesson, we will understand the importance of remembering the goodness of God
toward us and responding appropriately to reap His blessings.
Key Truths
•
God leads, God humbles, God tests, God cares, and God disciplines His people
•
God expects His people to respond to His leadership
•
God is good and God desires for us to reap His blessings
Lesson Outline- Deuteronomy 8:1-20
1. Remember What God Does – (Read Deuteronomy 8:1-5)
a. God leads
v. 2a
During their years in the wilderness, God had led the Israelites by fire at night and by cloud during
the day. God led them in the wilderness for He had many lessons to teach them before they were
prepared to live in prosperity. During those years, the Lord was leading them to realize that He is
all they need. They had no permanent dwelling place. At times they had no water. Typically, they
only had manna to eat. God wanted them to remember what they had been through for they were
about to enter the Promised Land and God did not want them to forget the need to trust Him each
and every day. God led them through those difficult years in order to teach them to depend upon
Him.
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b. God humbles

v. 2a, 3

God’s blessings were not seen by means of wealth. Yes, God provided for Israel, but He did so in a
way that humbled them. He left them with no hope of survival apart from His intervention and
provision. God provided for them the same bread day after day to remind them of their
dependence upon Him. When we think that we can feed ourselves, we tend to not be thankful.
When we make money, we have the temptation of thinking we earned the money apart from the
grace of God, when in fact that happened because of the grace of God. In verses 16-18 Moses
addresses this truth.
Verses 16-18- “In the wilderness He fed you manna which your fathers did not know, that He
might humble you and that He might test you, to do good for you in the end. Otherwise, you
may say in your heart, ‘My power and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.’ But you
shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth,
that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”
We don’t live like the Israelites did in the wilderness. We don’t live day to day; but we should think
day to day for the economy could collapse and life’s savings could be gone. Your job may be lost.
Your health may fail you. Nothing is secure in this world except a relationship with Jesus.

c. God tests

v. 2

The forty years were formative years for Israel. They were being tested and God knew it would be
a tragedy for them to forget their years in the wilderness. There God tested their loyalty, their
faithfulness, their wisdom, their patience, and their perseverance.
James 1:2-4- “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that
the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”
The testing Israel endured in the wilderness was for their own benefit. It was a test of their faith.
In Genesis 22 God tested Abraham. God told Abraham to offer his son Isaac on the altar of
sacrifice. Abraham gathered the wood and took the journey with his son. When arriving at the top
of the mountain, Abraham placed his son on the altar and drew the knife to take his son’s life. God
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then and only then provided the substitute. Abraham was tested and by being tested he was able
to prove his faith. Faith that can’t be tested, can’t be trusted.

d. God cares

vv. 3b, 4

Verses 3b- He …fed you with manna…
Verse 4- “Your clothing did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years.”
God cared for them, for He provided for them food, clothing, and health. Israel had the essentials.
They had God, food, clothing, and health. They had what they needed to obey Him.
What God did for Israel He will do for you. He will lead you. He will humble you. He will test you.
He will care for you. This is who God is.

e. God disciplines

v. 5

Discipline is the practice of training someone to obey rules or adjust their behavior. Discipline is
done to lead to progress. Discipline is intended to lead to greater maturity. For example, a child
that is disciplined by a parent is disciplined to learn right from wrong so that the child will be able
to be on his or her own and make godly decisions that will not lead to shame and regret. God, in
the same way, disciplines His children because He loves His children and wants to protect His
children from regret.
Hebrews 12:5-11 speaks of God’s discipline when it says, “My son, do not regard lightly the
discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; For those whom the Lord loves He
disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.” It is for discipline that you endure; God
deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if you
are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and
not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we
not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For they disciplined us for a short
time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His
holiness. All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who
have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.”
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Discipline is right and good for discipline trains the believer to yield the fruit of righteousness. God
disciplines His children so that we may share in His holiness. He disciplines us to prove that we are
His. If you have not been disciplined, according to Hebrews 12:8, you’re not one of His children.

We have seen that God led them, humbled them, tested them, cared for them, and disciplined
them; but why did God do it? Moses reveals the answer in verse 2.
For God (Verse 2b) …to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His
commandments or not.
God is not only looking for a profession of faith in Him. He is looking for a demonstration of faith in
Him.
It is in this faith in Him and out of love that we have for Him, that we keep the commandments. It’s
never out of obligation or because we have to, but because we get to. Some believe that if the
Israelites simply kept the law then that was what was needed for salvation. Even though keeping
the commandments was part of the covenant, they still had to place their faith in God. Those that
did place their faith in the LORD were the ones that would love obeying what God had said. There’s
no distinction between the New Testament and the Old Testament on this. Believers of all
generations are commanded to obey God but do so out of a faith in God and a love for Him.
He led, humbled, tested, cared, and disciplined them in order to know their hearts.
He does the same today. He leads you, humbles you, tests you, cares for you, and disciplines you;
to see where your loyalty lies. Faith that cannot be tested, cannot be trusted.

2. Respond to God’s Grace – (Read Deuteronomy 8:6)
Walking in the Lord’s ways is the proper response to His grace. To walk in His ways is to obey His Word
and when you obey His Word, you demonstrate your reverence for Him, your fear of Him, and your
faith in Him.

3. Reap God’s Blessings – (Read Deuteronomy 8:7-10)
Notice that even in the Promised Land their blessings would not be extravagant. Their blessings would
be beneficial for living. Verses 7-10 provide three categories of blessings, that God would provide for
them in the Promised Land.
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First is water. For forty years brooks, fountains, and streams had been scarce; yet in the Promised
Land, water would be plentiful.
Second, the land would be fruitful.
There would be plenty of wheat and barley. There would be vines, there would olive oil, and honey.
Moses says it is (verse 9), a land where you will eat food without scarcity, in which you will not lack
anything. Something else unique to this is that there were some Israelites who had never experienced
these kinds of blessings. Some Hebrews, all they had ever known was simply manna, quail, and water.
Third, rich minerals will be found in the land.
Verse 9b- …a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper.
The Promised Land was the favored land. They would have it all! All that the Israelites did not have
they would have once they had entered the Promised Land.
This reminds us of the Promised Land in heaven. The suffering, hardship, and death of this world will
not be in the final heaven.

4. Do Not Forget the Grace of the Lord- (Read Deuteronomy 8:11-20)
Verses 11-14 “Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments
and His ordinances and His statutes which I am commanding you today; otherwise, when you have
eaten and are satisfied, and have built good houses and lived in them, and when your herds and
your flocks multiply, and your silver and gold multiply, and all that you have multiplies, then your
heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God who brought you out from the land
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”
The warning to not forget the Lord was followed by the prophetic statement that they would indeed
forget the Lord. Once they would reap the blessings and have in abundance, they would forgot the
Lord who got them there. One of devil’s prime temptations is for us to enjoy God’s blessings while
failing to praise Him from whom all blessings flow. Let us be on the alert, for it is humankind’s nature
to be consumed with gifts, rather than the Giver of the gifts. God warned Israel not to be consumed
with the richness of the land and its produce but to remember the Giver of that land and the Giver of
its produce. They, however, would forget. They would forget the graciousness of the Lord.
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Verses 15-16 summarize our first main point. They were to remember. They were to remember that
God led them and cared for them.
Verses 15-16a- “He led you through the great and terrible wilderness, with its fiery serpents and
scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water; He brought water for you out of the rock of
flint. In the wilderness He fed you manna which your fathers did not know…”
We already addressed the manna that the Lord provided.
The rock from which water came is addressed in Exodus 17:6. There, Israel was in need of water and
God told Moses to strike the rock which he did, and water came out.
The fiery serpents are recorded in Numbers 21. The people of Israel were murmuring and complaining
against God and Moses. The LORD had fiery serpents’ bite the people. Many died and others were
dying when God told Moses to make a bronze serpent and place it on a pole. Those that were still
alive were to look to the bronze serpent by faith and they would be healed. The text is a
foreshadowing of Jesus, for He was lifted up and all who will look to Him by faith for their salvation,
will live. Jesus referred to the historical event with the fiery serpents in (Read John 3:14-15).
When we complain, we are forgetting what God has done for us that we do not deserve.
God led the Israelites and provided for the Israelites in the wilderness.
Israel was tested for forty years, and it was for their own good.
In verse 19, God reveals what would happen to them if they forgot His blessings and favor
(Read Deuteronomy 8:19).
There are consequences for rebellion. There are consequences for sin. Forgetfulness brings about
regret. May you be faithful to remember God’s blessings and favor. May you remember God leading
you, God humbling you, God caring for you, and God disciplining you!
Remembering is important for forgetfulness leads to ungratefulness, which leads to selfishness, and
ultimately self-exalting rebellion.
After all that God had done, He expected Israel to be grateful.
He expected them to remember what He had done.
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Summary
God speaks through His messenger and His Word to reveal what is expected of us.
God acts by providing all we need for holiness.
God reveals His expectations. He reveals the blessings of obedience and the consequences of sin.
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Exodus Era
Expectations for God’s Nation – Deuteronomy 16, 19, 25
(May 29)
Overview
The forty years of wandering before entering the promise land were not wasted years. You have seen
and will continue to see through Deuteronomy that God is setting up the people to succeed. In
chapters 12-26 God is giving Moses specific instructions for life in the new land without Moses as their
leader. In chapter 16:18-20, Moses is communicating the counsel he received from his father in-law
back in Exodus 18 – you cannot be judge over everyone but must have a system of faithful men who
can be responsible for each town and city both then and as they conquered the promise land and took
over various cities and started new ones.
God is establishing for His people the need for spiritual transformation that leads to action. The law is
teaching them to put on the character of God by loving Him and others.
Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this teaching, you will be able to identify with the expectations God had for His
nation in the Old Testament and how they are the same for Christians today in our dealings with
others.
Key Truths
• God’s people are expected to treat one another honestly and fairly in judgement, testimony and
financial agreements.
Lesson Outline
Honesty and integrity are refreshing because regrettably they are qualities few people have. People
instead make all kinds of excuses in an effort to avoid personal responsibility. God commanded His
people in the law to be truthful in their speech and honest in their dealings (Exodus 20:16; Proverbs
11:3, 12:22). The New Testament affirms the same standard for Christ’s followers (Read 1 Timothy
4:12). Today’s passages from Deuteronomy reveal God’s expectation that we always treat others with
honesty and fairness.
1. The Law: Appoint Quality Leaders to Provide Justice – (read Deuteronomy 16:18-20)
Moses had appointed leaders at Sinai to help him in the administration of people (Deuteronomy 1:13).
Here he specified that such important leadership should continue in each city. “Judges” were those
who adjudicated cases with the application of God’s law (Bible Anchored). “Officers” were
subordinate leaders of various kinds serving the judges. (See 16:18)
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• Righteous judgment involves making impactful decisions based on the principles of God’s Word.
Our laws and practices need to reflect God’s moral principles just like the law given to the Israelites
did. As Christians, we have both the opportunity and the responsibility to help create a just society
by, among other things, electing and supporting community leaders who will treat all citizens justly
and equally. Note: Governmental authority was adopted for the sole purpose of preserving
holiness through the law. This is again explained by Paul (Read Romans 13:1-2). Elected officials
serve by upholding the law.

2. The Law: Test the Testimony of Others – (Read Deuteronomy 19:14-21)
God’s people have a responsibility to show respect for other people and their belongings. When we
show respect for the property of others, we honor the person who owns it.
• The primary inheritance of the Israelites in the promised land was the territory allotted to each
tribe. These divisions of the land were intended to be permanent. (See, for example, the account
of Zelophehad’s daughters in Numbers 27:1-11; 36:1-13.) Each tribe’s and each person’s allotted
land was established by a boundary marker. The marker often consisted of a heap of stones or a
stone pillar. Moving such boundary markers was considered the equivalent of stealing (see Job
24:2).
• The theft of land plays a central role in one of the most dramatic accounts of God’s justice later in
Israel’s history. In the 8th century B.C., King Ahab attempted to buy or trade for a plot of land that
was near his palace and was owned by one of his citizens Naboth. The king wanted to plant a
garden on the land. However, the citizen refused to sell his land to the king in part because of the
prohibition in the law of transferring one tribe’s land to another tribe. The king ignored the law
and acted with brazen injustice, egged on by the queen’s wicked plan. The result was a murdered
citizen and a king and queen under divine judgment. Justice was served when both the king and
queen had their lives lost (see 1 Kings 21:1-24; 22:29:38; 2 Kings 9:30-37).
• In these verses, we see the demand for truthfulness by witnesses in judicial proceedings. Knowing
the depravity of human nature, God in His law incorporated safeguards to protect the innocent
from false accusations by requiring the consistent testimony of multiple witnesses for any
accusation to be established as fact (see Deuteronomy 19:15). A single witness might be tempted
to bring a false charge. Additionally, the Ninth Commandment, which forbids giving false testimony
about a neighbor (see Ex. 20:16), reveals the priority of this important principle.
• A malicious witness (19:16) was one who would intentionally lie about the actions of the accused,
would withhold important evidence, or would falsely accuse someone of a crime. The
responsibility of determining the truthfulness of testimony belonged to the priests and judges in
authority at that time.

33

• These judicial officers were to make a careful investigation to determine if the witnesses were
truthful. If a witness was determined to be lying, he or she would receive the punishment the
falsely accused person would have received if found guilty (v.18-19).
o This was a strong penalty intended to eliminate false testimony (you must purge the evil
from you). The punishment of the false witness was intended to warn people not to corrupt
the justice system with frivolous or false accusations. The purpose of this was to create a
healthy fear of God because where there was fear there was respect and reverence for Him.
In our society we do not fear God or authority because there is a gradual decline of our
society to remove accountability and consequences and that leads to greater sin. (Read
Hebrews 12:6)
o Today the act of giving false testimony under oath is called perjury and would result in a
one-to-five-year prison sentence. The charge to witnesses in a modern court of law is to tell
“the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.”
• One other element of the judicial process should be emphasized. The accuser and accused were to
come before the priests and judges in the presence of the LORD (v.17). This reminder of God’s
oversight of the proceedings was intended to remind the Israelites that their judicial proceedings
were sacred. God oversaw the process and would respond appropriately if either the judges or
witnesses failed to be people of integrity.
• In v. 20, we see an important principle here. When a society holds lawbreakers accountable and
dispenses a just punishment for crimes committed, this process can serve as a preventive measure
against future wrongdoing. Would-be criminals will hear and be afraid, and . . . will never again do
anything evil like this. We have seen several examples of this in other lessons like Korah and his
followers and those who fell into sin at Baal-Peor.
Note: Bearing false witness isn’t just limited to what we say in a courtroom or on a police report. It
also includes unfounded gossip about a person’s reputation, innuendoes and half-truths about what a
person said or did, or conjecture instead of facts. We are to practice truthfulness in all our speech.
This is particularly important when our words cast accusations on others, whether intentional or
unintentional. As people of God, we are not to tolerate injustice and untruthful accusations by others,
but remain unity focused. (Read Colossians 4:6)

3. The Law: By Cheating Others You Cheat Yourself – (Read Deuteronomy 25:13-16)
• Crooked merchants would use their heavy set of weights when buying materials, and the lighter
weights when selling. This tipped the balance in the merchant’s favor. Like the proverbial thumb
on the scale, this deceptive practice gave them an unfair advantage in their transactions. The
principle of just weights and measures demands that we fully disclose the quality or quantity of the
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goods we buy and sell. There’s nothing wrong with a bargain, but we must not use any deceptive
means to get a better price or condition than we’re entitled to.
• Note: Many commercial transactions in the ancient world involved assessing an item’s value
according to its weight. Little to no coinage existed in Moses’ day; instead, items were bartered in
terms of weight. The basic unit of measurement for weights was the shekel (see Genesis 23:15;
Exodus 21:32).
• God’s people were not to deceive one another by using dishonest methods of measuring their
goods. God warned the Israelites that integrity in business was required for them to live long in the
land He was giving them. Sadly, the nation did not heed the warnings of God. Dishonesty and
corruption in business were common in future years (see Amos 8:4-6; Micah 6:11).
• The God-given moral principles that were to govern commerce among God’s people included
truthfulness, prohibition of stealing, and the command not to covet the possessions of others. The
New Testament reminds us that the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil (Read 1 Timothy
6:10). The root of dishonesty is selfishness. The double measures used by the dishonest reveal a
double standard of hypocrisy. Think about it: the dishonest want more than they deserve for

Summary
God speaks through those He appoints as prophets, judges and officials to carry out His law.
God acts by establishing order and equality in how to handle sin (Deuteronomy 19:21).
God reveals His desire for people to treat one another with love, respect and value through these laws
being established prior to entering the promise land.
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Exodus Era
Blessing and Cursing – Deuteronomy 28
(June 5)
Overview
The Book of Deuteronomy contains Moses' final address to the children of Israel before they cross
over into Canaan. The name Deuteronomy means "second law" because Moses repeats so much of
the law from the other books of the Pentateuch (5 books of Moses). Deuteronomy recounts the
journeys of the children of Israel and repeats the Ten Commandments, the regulations concerning
food, bondslaves, and numerous moral, ceremonial, and civil laws.
New Testament writers quote Deuteronomy nearly as often as they quote from the Psalms and Isaiah
(44 direct quotes). Jesus relays the importance of Deuteronomy when He resists the devil by quoting
from this book in Matthew 4:1-11. One author calls this book, "One of the great documents of the
Bible, or of any time."
Deuteronomy begins with a "recollection of the past salvation history and reflections on its future."
Moses "recites their history with the purpose of encouraging them to keep covenant, and he argues
that there is no god like I AM and no divine election like that of Israel" (Deut. 4:1-40). Moses reminds
Israel of the Ten Commandments and then "reflects upon Israel's future according to whether they
obey or disobey his command" (Deut. 6:1-26:19).
(Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9) It reminds us that our obedience should be from our heart not out of
obligation.
Moses then motivates Israel to obey the Lord in the following areas:
1. Teach following generations God's Story (Deut. 6)
2. Remember that the primary command is to "love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your strength" (Deut. 6:5)
3. Remove evil influences (Deut. 7 - intermarriage, anti-social behavior, idolatry)
4. Understand their identity as people of Yahweh God (Deut. 7:7)
5. Do not forget God when they come into the land and prosper (Deut. 8)
6. Develop a "big" view of God (Deut. 9:1-5; 10:12-17)
7. Worship rightly (Deut. 12:4)
8. Practice good hygiene (Deut. 14)
9. Show compassion to poor people (Deut. 15)
10. Remember and celebrate the past (Deut. 16)
11. Commit to godly leadership (Deut. 17:14-20)
12. Honor one another and avoid being defiled (Deut. 21:1-26:19)
13. Respond obediently to God (Deut. 28)
14. Choose Life (Deut. 29:1-30:20)
15. Commit to personal and communal Bible literacy (Deut. 6:7-8,20-25; 11:18-21; 31:1-32:52)
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Moses ends his forty years of leadership with a song and a blessing. Both reveal the uniqueness of
God, the uniqueness of His relationship with Israel, and the uniqueness of the covenant He makes
with His people.
Today's teaching focuses on Deuteronomy 28 and Moses' admonition to Israel that they obey the
Lord. He lists the consequences of both obedience and disobedience.
Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this lesson, you will be able to draw parallels between God's heart to bless Israel,
and their freedom to choose obedience and blessing, or disobedience and cursing. God desires to
bless His people and that blessing is based on man's freedom to choose between obedience or
disobedience.
Key Truths
• God desires to bless His people. The problem, then, is not that God is unwilling to bless His people,
but that His people have a nature toward sin and rebellion.
• In spite of the clearly laid out consequences accompanying disobedience, man continues to go his
own way.
Lesson Outline
1. The Blessings of Obedience – (Read Deut. 28:1-14)
"Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe
carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set you
high above all nations of the earth." (Deut. 28:1)
• Obedience to God exalts the people of God so that other peoples and nations exalt the God of
Israel (28:1).
• One thing we see in verse 1 is Moses uses wording such as “diligently obey” and “observe
carefully.” We must realize that obedience rarely happens by accident. Obedience requires
intentionality. Just as when we desire to grow or better ourselves in any area of life, if we want to
grow in our obedience to the Lord it takes being intentional.
God promised Abraham that, because of His blessing upon him, he would be a blessing to the nations
(Genesis 12:1-3). The blessing of God upon His people draws the envy of other nations, and is,
therefore, one of the greatest evangelistic tools God's people possess.
• Obedience to God restores the reproductive ability of both the land and the wombs of Israel (28:26). God created Adam and Eve and placed them in the Garden of Eden, which was filled with plant
life that had been created by God to reproduce. Sin introduced thorns and thistles and made
reproduction and cultivation difficult. The blessing of God upon His people restores the
reproductive process in all manner of life.
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• Protects God's people from the hand of their enemies and creates fear in the hearts of their
enemies (28:7-10).
• Obedience to God opens the storehouses of heaven to provide for His people and, through them,
care for the needs of surrounding nations (28:11-12).
• Obedience to God exalts the people of God above the nations around them (28:13-14).
God delights to show His greatness to the nations by blessing His obedient people.
In Matthew 5 we see that there is a cause and effect of following Jesus in the same way Israel
followed Yahweh, God. God blesses us so that others will see His goodness. Our blessings are not
merely for ourselves, instead they are given to us to point others to Jesus. Matthew 5:15-16 points to
the reality that we are called to allow our lives to be used in reaching others when it writes “nor
do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who
are in the house. Your light must shine before people in such a way that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
This is a theme that runs all throughout Scripture. Ephesians 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.”

2. The Curses of Disobedience – (Read Deut. 28:36-37, 49-52)
"Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joy and gladness of heart, for the abundance of
everything, therefore you will serve your enemies, whom the Lord will send against you, in hunger,
in thirst, in nakedness, and in need of everything; and He will put a yoke of iron on your neck until
He has destroyed you" (28:47-48).
One thing we must remember is God is jealous for His people’s affections. (Exodus 34) God like the
loving Father He is, will punish his children for their disobedience.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Disobedience to God prevents successful reproduction of both land and womb (28:15-20,38-40).
Disobedience to God plagues mind, body, and land with disease (28:21-23,26-29,34-35,42).
Disobedience to God causes disruptions in weather patterns and famine (28:24).
Disobedience to God brings defeat before enemies (28:25).
Disobedience to God causes loss of property and family, and oppression (28:30-33,41).
Disobedience to God leads to captivity by enemy nations (28:36-37,49-52).
Disobedience to God demotes God's people to servants and debtors to other nations (28:43-44).
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As if those are not enough consequences of disobedience, He adds even more curses on those who
do not obey the voice of the Lord and keep His commandments--to those who find no joy in their
relationship and service to the Living God. Israel will experience such trials that they will even eat the
flesh of their children (28:53-57). That is desperation in disobedience. Yet He continues by describing
the consequences of their refusal to turn back to God by increasing the severity of their suffering
through extraordinary disease, captivity, and scattering throughout the earth.
From Creation, God reveals Himself as good, gracious, and redemptive; yet He moves against those
who continually harden their hearts, rebel, and resist His gracious offers.
Since the Fall, man either walks with God by faith in His promises of redemption or rebels against God
by living by sight, fleshly appetites (Romans 1), and outright rebellion.
Instead of acting according to God's instructions, Adam and Eve choose to live according to the lust of
the flesh. Abel believes God while Cain resists God's offer, rebels, and is cursed by God.
Next the entire world, drowning in sin, goes to a watery grave except Noah and his immediate family
because he is obedient. Forty years in the wilderness has proved to Israel time and again that the cost
of losing God's blessing is far too dear (Num. 32:13).
God’s desire to bless His people is clear throughout Scripture. The problem, then, lies within the
human heart. Deuteronomy records both God's goodness to His people and His response to
continued rebellion from His people.
Jeremiah 7:23 captures God's heart to bless His people and man's heart to rebel, "But this is what I
commanded them, saying, 'Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be my people. And
walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well with you.' Yet they did not
obey or incline their ear but followed the counsels and the dictates of their evil hearts and went
backward and not forward."
Blessings come so others can see God’s goodness and curses come to draw believers back to Him.
God's law to Israel contained moral statutes, ceremonial provisions, and civil codes. Christ fulfilled all
three of these sections of the Law perfectly, so that believers are saved by His obedience (Romans
5:19), not their own. Christ abolished our need to fulfill the ceremonial law of the sacrifices; He
fulfilled the civil law (regulations pertaining to the nation of Israel at a certain time and place), and He
fulfilled the moral law. The moral law is still binding, but the other two facets of the Law no longer
apply to Christians (Read Matthew 5:17, Romans 7:7, Galatians 3:24).
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Summary
God speaks through His Word to give clear instruction for living that will bring blessing and to give
clear warning for those who forsake His ways.
God acts later in Israel's history when He responds to their continual rebellion by raising up the
Assyrians and the Babylonians to take them into captivity.
God reveals His desire to bless His people as He describes what He will do for those who obey Him.
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Conquest Era
Victory in Faith – Joshua 5, 6
(June 12)
Overview
This book tells the stories of the exploits of Joshua, the understudy whom Moses prayed for and
commissioned as a leader in Israel (Numbers 27:12-23). Joshua means “Jehovah saves,” or “the Lord is
salvation,” and corresponds with the New Testament name of “Jesus.” God delivered Israel in Joshua’s
day when He was personally present as the saving commander who fought on Israel’s behalf (Joshua
5:14-6:2; 10:42; 23:3,5; Acts 7:45) to fulfill the promise He made with Abraham back in Genesis 15:13.
Joshua is the book of victory and promise.
Joshua was the one who led the Israelites into the land of promise, the land of fulfillment, the land of
victory after 40 years in the wilderness.
At this point the children of Israel have crossed the Jordan River. They’re getting ready to possess the
land, their promise. In Joshua 5:12, we see that the manna ceased. Also, this is the first lesson they
listen to God and do not fail!
Joshua is out to look over Jericho because Jericho is a fortress city, a great citadel that stood before
the children of Israel and the land of promise. It was a wicked, godless, and sensual city.
It was considered by military strategy an impregnable fortress, and it looked like there was no way
that Israel could take Jericho. In each of our lives the devil has placed a very special Jericho and it sits
before us as an impossible barrier that stands between us, and the fulfillment God wants for us in this
life.
Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this lesson, you will be able to see that the fulfillment of God’s promise does not
come without obstacles, but it is faith in God that guides us through life’s obstacles.
When you think of the word “faith” what comes to mind? Read Hebrews 11:1

Key Truths
• The Book of Joshua is summed up in this statement: Victory is not achieved by fighting; it is
received through faith.
• People of faith can approach obstacles not with fear, but with confidence and faith in the Lord.
• When we approach obstacles with prayer, those obstacles become opportunities in the hands of a
powerful and faithful God.
• When you face your Jericho you can do one of two things. You can turn around, and go back, and
die in the wilderness of unbelief or you can do as Joshua did and you can face that fortress by faith.
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Lesson Outline – Joshua 5, 6
Note: Old Testament stories are illustrations of New Testament victory. The covenants made in the OT
are fulfilled through Jesus in the NT.
1 Corinthians 10:11 - Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written
down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.
Hebrews 11:30 - By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.
1. The Commander of Our Faith - (Read Joshua 5:13-15)
a. He’s summing up his problem, he is on a scouting mission, and he’s measuring the city. That’s
just what Joshua was doing when suddenly he was aware that there was another presence
there.
b. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” - Joshua
5:13 Notice the strange answer that he gets. And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the
army of the Lord. Now I have come.” - Joshua 5:14 God is saying, “I’ve come to take over.”
c. Joshua is having a face-to-face conversation with the Lord Jesus Christ. This was Jesus that he
met. In the Old Testament it’s called a Christophany- a pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord
Jesus.
d. Notice how Joshua responds to the presence of God. He laid prostrate before Him and
worshipped Him (v.14).
I believe when Joshua laid in the dust before the Lord, he did not think of why he couldn’t take the city
and conquer the promised land. Instead, he had a right view of God and himself as their new leader
and that before you can conqueror you must first be conquered.
That’s what happened to Joshua. Joshua was the commander, but became the servant and God took
over that day.

2. The Compliance of Our Faith- (Read Joshua 6:1-5)
a. Once Joshua met the commander of the army of the Lord, He gave him some instructions.
b. What strange instructions. It doesn’t sound like a military strategy. God doesn’t tell Joshua to
build any catapults, gather any battering rams, sharpen the swords, or get any ladders to
storm the wall. He tells him to do something that sounds very silly. Start marching around the
wall, round and round and round and round the walls.
Now, everybody knows that won’t work. Only trouble is it did! So, why did God tell Joshua to do
this?
1. To test their obedience.
o It doesn’t have to make sense to you as long as it makes sense to God.
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o If God says GO, that’s enough.
o It’s not our job to understand, it’s our job to obey.
You know the problem with so many of us is, we try to understand the Bible without obeying the
Bible. The Bible is not first and foremost a book to be explained, but to be obeyed.
Right here Joshua and the nation of Israel obeyed what was said, how to do it and and when it should
happen.
Jerichoans’ POV:
They’re up there on their walls and certainly looked at all of God’s people and the Israelites couldn’t
say a word, for God said, “You shall not shout or make your voice heard, neither shall any word go
out of your mouth, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall shout.”-6:10 And they just kept
marching.
In the same way the world cannot understand us as Christ followers:
1 Corinthians 1:18 - “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.”
I wonder if we’re going to let the jokes of our Jericho keep us from obeying the Word of God and stay
Bible Anchored or let the devil take away our victory.

2. For their observation
o Every time they walked around that city it seemed impossible in their minds.
o God was fixing to show this new generation of Israelites He is a promise keeper, way
maker and miracle worker!

3. The Continuance of Our Faith- (Read Joshua 6:12-16)
a. They continued and continued. What a test of their faith it was. I mean, to them it looked
like just walking around in circles.
b. Why didn’t God do something sooner? Why did they have to go around thirteen times, why
not once? Why any time? Because God was teaching them that waiting time is not wasted
time. To wait on the Lord is one of the greatest lessons that anybody can learn. You see,
God is never in a hurry, we are! Right here they waited and their waiting was obedience
because that is what God wanted to them to do.
i. God is never in a hurry and He’s never late. God knows what He’s doing.
ii. John 11:21- “Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
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iii.
iv.

v.
vi.

[Lazarus] would have not died.”
Jesus waited on purpose. Jesus had a greater plan than they could imagine. Jesus was
going to raise him from the dead.
Isaiah 30:18- Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you, and therefore He
exalts Himself to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all
those who wait for Him.
God’s delays are not denials. His thoughts are not your thoughts, and neither are His
times your times. The Lord knows what He’s doing.
Many of you have been around your Jericho six times and you’re about to quit and
return back into the wilderness. Have you not seen that is not the path God had for
his chosen people or for us in our CBT reading?
1. God told Naaman (2 Kings 5) to dip in the river Jordan and he’d be made clean
of his leprosy. One dip, leprosy, two dips, leprosy, three dips, leprosy, four,
five, six dips, and he still had leprosy, but he continued and the seventh dip he
had victory.

4. The Confession of Our Faith- (Read Joshua 6:15-16)
a. What was this shout? This was the shout of victory and it was a confession of faith that God
would keep His promise.
b. Joshua was a man who joyfully lived under God’s authority. And, he said, “the Lord has
given you the city” (Joshua 6:16). He referred to the victory in the past tense!
i. “…and the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho into your hand…”
(Joshua 6:2).
How could Joshua say that? Faith is you saying what God has already said. It is you confessing and
believing what God has already said.
Hebrews 13:5b-6, “for He has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you. So we can confidently
say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”
Do you see it? That’s what faith is. Faith is boldly saying what God has already said.

5. The Conquest of Our Faith- (Read Joshua 6:20-21)
a. Your Jericho will fall if you will follow God’s formula, if you’ll let the commander of the army
of the Lord take over. Walls will crumble and enemies will be destroyed and to God be the
victory.
b. This doesn’t mean that you’re going to have no more problems. Joshua went from this
battle to another battle. A victorious life is not freedom from battles. It’s freedom in battle.
We don’t fight for victory, we fight from victory.
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c. Finally, notice the dark side of this conquest (v.21). God’s people destroyed the city and
everything in it because of the way the Canaanites were living. It was an abomination to the
Lord.
i. God could not allow one part of evil to continue or pervert His people. We will see in
upcoming lessons they did in fact let the sins of the promise land inhabitants pollute
their belief and the consequences of it.

Summary
God speaks to Joshua letting him know He is on his side and gives him specific instructions on how to
complete the first victory in the promise land.
God acts by keeping His promise in incredible ways through a seemingly impossible miracle.
God reveals His timing, plans and strategy are not ours, but He loves and cares for those who submit
to Him as Lord, ruler and master of their life.
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Conquest Era
Covenant, Conquest, and Control of the Land – Joshua 1-24
(June 19)
Overview
The book of Joshua records the conquest of the land of Canaan from the crossing of the Jordan River
to the death of Joshua. Significant events include the renewal of the covenant, the salvation of Rahab
and the defeat of Jericho, the failures at Ai and Gibeon, and the division of the land among the twelve
tribes. The book begins with God's promise to be with Joshua (1:5- “No man will be able to stand
before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail
you or forsake you”) and His announcement that He has already given the land to the children of
Israel (1:3-"Every place that the sole of your foot will tread I have given you"). The book ends with
Joshua's challenge to the nation to forsake the small gods of the surrounding peoples and follow the
LORD (24:15-"Choose you this day whom you will serve ...but as for me and my house, we will serve
the LORD").
The key verse of the book may well be Joshua 1:8-"This book of the law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is
written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success."
Here God establishes the need for Bible literacy in the mouths and minds of His people. During
Joshua's leadership, God fulfills the promise of the Abrahamic covenant regarding the land, "To you
and your descendants I will give this land" (Gen. 12:7) and begins to exert Abraham's godly influence
on the nations, "In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Gen.12:3b).
Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this lesson, you will be able to connect Israel's entry into the land of Canaan with
the promise God made to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3; 15:13-16. You will recognize Rahab's faith in the
Living God as a partial fulfillment of His promise, "In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed"
(Genesis 12:3).
Key Truths
• God fulfills His promise to give Canaan to Abraham's descendants.
• God's promise to Abraham about blessing all the families of the earth begins to see fulfillment as
Rahab believes in Israel's God, joins Israel's family, and becomes part of Jesus' lineage.
• God's guidance and blessing do not mean that His people will not have battles; without battles,
there can be no victory!
• God's ways may not always line up with human logic but trusting and following Him lets His people
see mighty victories.
• One person's sin can affect the entire covenant community. In the same way prayerlessness in
decision making can lead to destructive decisions.
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Lesson Outline
• Fulfillment of the promise- God proves Himself as the Promise Keeper, fulfilling a 400-year-old
promise He made to Abraham, when He brings the twelve tribes into the land of Canaan.
• A New Leader: After Moses dies, God raises up a new leader-Joshua-to lead the nation into the
Promised Land. God promises to be with him, guide him, and give him victory (Read Joshua 1:1-6).
• A New Land: God leads the children of Israel across the Jordan by parting the river miraculously
(Read Joshua 3:10-13, 4:14). He then calls Israel to renew the covenant of circumcision and keep
the Passover, at which time He causes the manna to cease (Read Joshua 5:10-12).
1.
•
•

•
•

•

Disobedience of the people
Throughout Joshua, we can see that severe consequences come from disobedience to the Lord.
(Read Joshua 7:1, 16-26)
Personal Failure: Achan takes and hides plunder from Jericho in direct violation of biblical
commands (Joshua 6:18 “But as for you, only keep yourselves from the things under the ban,
so that you do not covet them and take some of the things under the ban and make the camp
of Israel accursed and bring trouble on it”). His actions (and Israel's presumption to go up to Ai
without praying) lead to the deaths of thirty-six soldiers; God exposes his sin and judges him
and his family for this to teach Israel the high cost of sin. Israel then defeats Ai afterwards.
Notice though that the sin of one person can have consequences that affect others and that is
the nature of sin. It stains everything it touches.
Notice though that Achan even though he disobeyed God’s lawed understood his personal
responsibility in his failure (Joshua 7:20). He did not try to blame his sin on someone else or
some situation and knew it was deliberate disobedience.
Communal Failure: (Read Joshua 9:3-15) The Gibeonites deceive Israel by pretending to be
from a far country; once again, Israel fails to pray, so they make a covenant with one of the
tribes that inhabits the land (Joshua 9). As a result, the Gibeonites influence the Israelites in
unholy ways.
The Gibeonites deceived Israel by pretending to be from a far country and leading them to
make a covenant/agreement with them. They had heard that the Lord God was fighting for
them, and that other nations and cities had fallen before them, and they did not want to be
next.

Now that we have seen and discussed the effects that disobedience can have, we will now see the
blessing that comes from genuine obedience.
2.

Obedience of the people
• A Woman of Faith (Read Joshua 2:8-13): Rahab, a harlot from Jericho, expresses great faith in
the living God by her testimony; she and her family are spared, blessed by God, and eventually
included in the genealogy of Christ (Read Matthew 1:5 “Salmon was the father of Boaz by
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Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse”). Her knowledge
about God is limited, but her faith is genuine, and she is accepted by God on the basis of faith.
(Read Hebrews 11:31- “By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were
disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace”). Rahab did not grow up in the same
environment the Israelites did. She did not know about the Passover or the Abrahamic
covenant, but she still showed tremendous faith. She was, in fact, the first recorded Gentile
convert.
• A Prayer of Faith: Joshua and the tribes, disciplined by their wilderness journeys, fight a series of
crucial battles to take control of the central portion of Canaan (Joshua 10-11). In the major
battle, Joshua sees God perform the miracle of extended daylight (Read 10:12-14), so that he
and the people can subdue five kings. Joshua eventually defeats thirty-one kings in three
chapters (Joshua 10-12). Joshua had the boldness to ask for an extension of daylight. He was
actively seeking the opportunity to serve the Lord.

3.

Faithfulness to God's Command
• The tribes were named after the sons and grandsons of Jacob. Joshua divides the land among
the tribes of Israel, giving a special portion to Caleb because he "wholly followed the LORD
God of Israel" (14:14). The various tribes move to take their portions (Joshua 13-19), and
Joshua fulfills all of Moses' commands (Read 11:15, “Just as the Lord had commanded Moses his
servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He left nothing undone of all that
the Lord had commanded Moses.)

Review the map below to better understand the division of the land and the tribe names.
• In the final address of the book of Joshua before his death, Joshua calls the tribes together to
remind them of God's promises (Read Joshua 23:6-9) and to challenge them to choose to
follow the LORD only (Read Joshua 24:19-22). You will notice as we get into the judges era and
kingdom eras that the people again fail and rather than worship Yahweh as God they worship
false idols as god.

Summary
God speaks by revealing at the outset the victory He has promised and by giving specific commands
for the taking of the land.
God acts powerfully for Israel by parting the Jericho River, by receiving a believing harlot and her
family, by preventing the sun from setting for almost a full day, and by defeating Israel's enemies.
God reveals Himself to Joshua as the Captain of the LORD's host (5:13-15) and as Covenant-keeper by
fulfilling the promise of giving Canaan to Israel.
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Review
During the Creation Era, God both forms and fills the earth by His spoken word. He creates man and
places him in the Garden of Eden. He instructs Adam regarding the Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil and gives Adam responsibilities in the Garden. God creates a woman from Adam's side. They
serve alongside one another in the Garden and enjoy fellowship with God until the day the serpent
enters the Garden and entices Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit. Once they taste of the forbidden fruit
they experience alienation from God and one another. God promises to redeem mankind and gives
man a picture of redemption by slaying an innocent animal and using the skin to cover man's
nakedness.
Adam and Eve have two sons. Abel comes to God His way while his brother Cain comes to God his own
way, a way unacceptable to God. After being confronted by God, Cain kills his brother. God curses
Cain and raises up Seth in Abel's place. Although man has the promises of God and a picture of
redemption, only a remnant from Seth's descendants believes God and calls upon Him. In a few sad
generations, the state of man becomes so violent and corrupt that God destroys everything that has
breath except Noah, his wife, his three sons, each of their wives, and the animals in the ark.
Everything else that breathes on earth, human and animal dies in the flood. Noah's descendants build
the city of Babel and refuse to obey God's command to spread out. God destroys that city, divides the
people into different language groups, and sends them out throughout the earth.
Ten generations later, God calls Abraham, a descendant of Noah's son Shem, and promises Abraham a
land, a son, and nation through whom God will bless all the families of the earth. Thus begins the
Patriarchal Era. Abraham believes God and God counts him as righteous. After waiting ten years for
God to fulfill the promise, Abraham and Sarai scheme in unbelief and produce a son, Ishmael, through
Sarai's maid Hagar. He is the best that they can produce, but he is not the son of promise. Fifteen
more years pass and God opens the womb of Sarai and grants the couple Isaac, the son of promise.
Isaac has two sons, Esau and Jacob. God chooses Jacob, changes his name to Israel, and continues the
Abrahamic covenant through him. Jacob has twelve sons.
Joseph, the eleventh son, has dreams that alienate him from his brothers, send him to Egypt, and
eventually promote him as ruler of Egypt, where God fulfills His promise to Abraham regarding a 400
year captivity and deliverance. Jacob and his entire family move to Egypt during a worldwide famine.
Before his death, Jacob also blesses his son Judah and promises through him kings, lawgivers, and the
Messiah.
Over the next 400 years, Jacob's descendants multiply greatly while in Egypt, and God raises up Moses
to deliver His people out of bondage through a series of plagues. Thus begins the Exodus Era. The
nation of Israel, due to rebellion and unbelief, spends 40 years in the wilderness. During this period,
God gives Israel the priesthood, the Ten Commandments, dietary laws, the Tabernacle of Meeting,
instructions regarding the future, the annual celebrations, the Blessings and Curses, and the Book of
the Law.
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God reveals His longsuffering and mercy toward the people He promises to redeem. His plan of
redemption continues regardless of the spiritual state of His people. After Moses dies, Joshua leads
Israel into the Promised Land. Thus begins the Conquest Era.
They spend the first seven years conquering the land and the remainder of Joshua's life inhabiting the
land according to each tribe's land allocation. After Joshua dies, the nation of Israel falls into serious
sin, characterized by the absence of Bible literacy, a corrupt priesthood, sexual sin, and idol worship.
This 350-year period covers the Judges Era. This quarter's materials cover the Judges Era, the
Kingdom Era, and part of the Divided Kingdom Era.
So far, the text has revealed God's power, goodness, mercy, promises, His heart of redemption, His
judgment on sin, and His curse and promise regarding the serpent. The text has shown His
longsuffering with human sinfulness before the flood and His certain judgment of sinners through the
flood. Abel, certain descendants of Noah (including Shem), Abraham, and others, have demonstrated
how man walks with God by faith.
These stories reveal, as well, the integral role an altar plays in the relationship between God and man.
Scripture also unfolds the desperate wickedness of the human heart through Cain, his descendants,
and all those who refuse to believe God and choose to live independently of Him.
In conclusion, the Judges Era, the Kingdom Era, and Divided Kingdom Era reveal the goodness and
holiness of God, the depravity of the human heart, the need of redemption, the promise of
redemption, and God's activity to redeem man.
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Appendix
Exodus Map

1. Rameses Israel was thrust out of Egypt (Ex. 12; Num. 33:5).
2. Succoth After the Hebrews left this first campsite, the Lord attended them in a cloud by day and in
a pillar of fire by night (Ex. 13:20–22).
3. Pi-hahiroth Israel passed through the Red Sea (Ex. 14; Num. 33:8).
4. Marah The Lord healed the waters of Marah (Ex. 15:23–26).
5. Elim Israel camped by 12 springs (Ex. 15:27).
6. Wilderness of Sin The Lord sent manna and quail to feed Israel (Ex. 16).
7. Rephidim Israel fought with Amalek (Ex. 17:8–16).
8. Mount Sinai (Mount Horeb or Jebel Musa)The Lord revealed the Ten Commandments (Ex. 19–20).
9. Sinai Wilderness Israel constructed the tabernacle (Ex. 25–30).
10. Wilderness Camps Seventy elders were called to help Moses govern the people (Num. 11:16–17).
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11. Ezion-geber Israel passed through the lands of Esau and Ammon in peace (Deut. 2).
12. Kadesh-barnea Moses sent spies into the promised land; Israel rebelled and failed to enter the
land; Kadesh served as the main camp of Israel for many years (Num. 13:1–3, 17–
33; 14; 32:8; Deut. 2:14).
13. Eastern Wilderness Israel avoided conflict with Edom and Moab (Num. 20:14–21; 22–24).
14. Arnon River Israel destroyed the Amorites who fought against them (Deut. 2:24–37).
15. Mount Nebo Moses viewed the promised land (Deut. 34:1–4). Moses delivered his last three
sermons (Deut. 1–32).
16. Plains of Moab The Lord told Israel to divide the land and dispossess the inhabitants (Num. 33:50–
56).
17. Jordan River Israel crossed the Jordan River on dry ground. Near Gilgal, stones from the bottom of
the Jordan River were placed as a monument of Jordan’s waters being divided (Josh. 3:1–5:1).
18. Jericho The children of Israel captured and destroyed the city (Josh. 6).
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HELPFUL RESOURCES
Here is where you can find some helpful online tools to better help you as you digest the Word
of God each week.
• www.gotquestions.org
Great place to find answers to Bible questions with Bible references to support the answer.
• www.carm.org
A good place to find definitions to common Bible words like “Holiness” or “Atonement” among
other topics all supported by Scripture references.
• www.bibleproject.com
You will find here great visual video overviews of specific books of the Bible, which
demonstrate that the whole Bible is a seamless thread of one story. These videos can also
be found on YouTube.
• www.preceptaustin.org
Here you will find a collection of free commentaries and sermons of specific texts of Scripture
to help enhance your study and preparation.
• www.blueletterbible.org
This is a great place to find free commentaries and sermons on specific texts of Scripture.
Additionally, they provide an app to use as well.
• www.biblegateway.com
It is a great resource I often use to search Scripture online. You can search the Bible by
keyword, or Scripture across a number of versions. They also have a daily reading plan.
• www.biblehub.com
This resource is great for a few reasons. One it’s ability for you to use the parallel function.
You can look at one verse and compare it with over 30 other versions on your screen. The
second feature is when you click on topical. For example, if you took Numbers 1:1 it will
break it down to people, places, themes, outline and more. Everything is hyperlinked so
you can click and learn more.
• https://chronologicalbibleteaching.com/cbttalks
This is a resource that we are using to get the framework for our Chronological Bible Teaching
materials and covers the fourteen eras and so much more.
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