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Weekly Bible Reading:
February
Feb 21 Job 38-40
Feb 22 Job 41-42
Feb 23 Exodus 1-3
Feb 24 Exodus 4-5
Feb 25 Exodus 6-7
Feb 26
Feb 27
Feb 28 Exodus 8-9
March
Mar 1 Exodus 10-11
Mar 2 Exodus 12
Mar 3 Exodus 13-14
Mar 4 Exodus 15-16
Mar 5
Mar 6
Mar 7 Exodus 17-19
Mar 8 Exodus 20-21
Mar 9 Exodus 22-23
Mar 10 Exodus 24-25
Mar 11 Exodus 26-27
Mar 12
Mar 13
Mar 14 Exodus 28
Mar 15 Exodus 29
Mar 16 Exodus 30-31
Mar 17 Exodus 32-33
Mar 18 Exodus 34-35

Mar 19
Mar 20
Mar 21 Exodus 36-37
Mar 22 Exodus 38-39
Mar 23 Exodus 40; Leviticus 1
Mar 24 Leviticus 2-3
Mar 25 Leviticus 4-5
Mar 26
Mar 27
Mar 28 Leviticus 6-7
Mar 29 Leviticus 8
Mar 30 Leviticus 9-10
Mar 31 Leviticus 11-12
April
Apr 1 Leviticus 13
Apr 2
Apr 3
Apr 4 Leviticus 14
Apr 5 Leviticus 15-16
Apr 6 Leviticus 17-18
Apr 7 Leviticus 19-20
Apr 8 Leviticus 21-22
Apr 9
Apr 10
Apr 11 Leviticus 23
Apr 12 Leviticus 24-25
Apr 13 Leviticus 26
Apr 14 Leviticus 27
Apr 15 Numbers 1-2
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Exodus Era
The People God Wants - Exodus 1-2
(February 20)
Overview
The LORD told Abraham that one day his descendants would live as captives in a foreign land for
400 years and that He would deliver them, punish and plunder their captors, and return Israel to
Canaan (Genesis 15:3-16)(MAP in Appendix). Three generations pass before Joseph's two dreams
interrupt the lives of his entire family. Within twenty or so years, the entire family immigrates to
Egypt after God providentially exalts Joseph as prime minister of Egypt. In the following 400 years,
Israel grows from a family of 70 men to a nation of several million people.
After Joseph's death the Egyptians quickly forget his contribution to the well-being of their
society and become fearful of the number of the Israelites, as a result they enslave his
descendants. Israel cries out to God in their trouble.
Meanwhile, God raises up a deliver, Moses, from their midst.
Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this lesson, you will be able to connect the events in Exodus1-2 to God's
promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3; 15:13-16 as He delivers Israel out of Egypt and prepares
them to enter into Canaan. This lesson will encourage you in that that their crying out to God in
the midst of hardship is heard in heaven. Similar here to the Book of Judges.
Key Truths
• God allows His people to come to a place of desperation so that they will cry out to Him. He
hears their cries, cares about their difficulties, and acts in His own timing to deliver them by
His power and for His glory. (This theme is obvious throughout Exodus.)
• Hard-hearted leaders bring suffering on their people as well as themselves; they live out the
truth of Proverbs 29:1-"He who is often reproved and hardens his neck will suddenly be
destroyed, and that without remedy."
• God raises up leaders and prepares them for leadership in most uncommon ways. (This
reminds me of the saying that “God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called.”)
• God proves His power over Israel's captors when His people trust in Him.
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Lesson Outline - Exodus 1-2
When God appeared to Abraham in Genesis 15, He spoke of a future day when his descendants
would be enslaved in a foreign land, "Then He said to Abram: 'Know certainly that your
descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict
them four hundred years. And also, the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall
come out with great possessions.” (Read 15:13-15) God initiates the fulfillment of that promise
in Exodus 1-2.
The Exodus story contains four parts: the setting, main characters, a plot, and a conclusion.
1.
•

•

•

•

2.
•

•

Setting
The political situation - Several hundred years have passed since Joseph interpreted
Pharaoh's dream, was promoted as prime minister, and rescued Egypt from certain
destruction. A new Pharaoh, who has no attachment or sense of gratitude toward the Israelite
people, rises to power. He desires to subjugate them for the building of his empire. (Read
1:1-10)
The socioeconomic setting - A great empire is being constructed on the backs of God’s
enslaved people. Pharaoh issues a mandate to kill all the male babies born (1:16) to the
Israelites lest they outnumber and overthrow their captors. Egypt needs the manpower
but is afraid of potential military might. (1:14)
The spiritual climate - Israel cries out to God, but because they cannot see His activity, they
despair. (Read Ezekiel 20:8) Israel was also in a state of rebellion against God and He poured
His wrath out on them. This played a major part in their spiritual climate as well.
God, on the other hand, works through an insignificant family and providentially places Israel's
future leader in Pharaoh's household.

Characters
A heartless Pharaoh - Pharaoh cares only about building his kingdom and oppresses those he
considers as a threat. (1:15-22)
• Pharaoh led his people and they bought into his vision v.9
A ruthless and oppressive people - The people of Egypt are fully devoted to their Pharaoh
(as their god) and to building a great kingdom. They are more than happy to increase
Israel's workload. (1:11-14)
• The vision of the Pharaoh was engrained in the Egyptians from their leadership.
We see this in the example of Exodus 1:8-10, “Mightier than we.” “Let us...”
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•
•
•

3.

“They appointed...” Pharaoh was evil but he led his people well and they were
fully bought in.
A bitterly oppressed people - Israel is without any representation in Pharaoh's court; the
population grows at an alarming rate and they are without a defender. (1:12)
A struggling and insignificant Israelite family - These Levites struggle to live under oppression
while growing their family. (Read 2:1-1O)
An invisible, but definitely involved God. The LORD foretold of this day when He revealed
the future to Abraham. (Genesis 15:13-14)
• God is always working behind the scenes and refining us just like we saw last
week in Job. (Read 1 Peter 5:6)

Plot
God promised Abraham hundreds of years before that his descendants (even though he
was childless at the time) "will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them,
and they will afflict them four hundred years.” And also, “The nation whom they serve I
will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions." (Genesis 15:13-14) Here
they are now. Oppressed. Crying out. Multiplying. Worn out. Weeks pass into months and
years as the situation worsens. Where is the One who made the promise to Abraham
regarding their situation? Who will deliver them from their oppressors?
We will see this play out in our reading this week as God sends Moses as their deliverer and
the first prophet.

4.

Conclusion
He who neither 'slumbers nor sleeps' providentially uses the 'birth' rules enacted by
Pharaoh to raise up Israel's future leader right under Pharaoh's own roof. God works in the
lives of a Levite family and, unknown to Israel, answers their prayers. Moses receives the
best education by the best teachers in the world. This education serves its purpose when
Moses records God's history by writing Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy. Moses 'realizes' his calling and seeks to deliver Israel prematurely, but finds
his intervention unappreciated by the Israelites and flees for his life (read 2:11-14) (see Acts
7:23-29). God, on the backside of the desert, strips Moses of his reliance on the flesh; He then
commissions and empowers him to return and lead Israel out of Egypt.
7

Acting without God’s guidance is acting without God’s blessing.

Summary
God speaks about future events so that when the time comes His people will know that He is
God and will trust Him.
God acts 'under the radar' of man's awareness to accomplish His purposes. He works through
individual families, unaware governments, and unlikely circumstances to develop leaders.
God reveals His sovereignty over leaders and nations. He also demonstrates His involvement in
the day-to-day affairs of His people.
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Exodus Era
The Worship of God - Exodus 15:1-21
(February 27)
Overview
The “songs” of the Old Testament were Hebrew poetical compositions, usually brief, that could be set
to music (v. 21). Some songs were carefully composed, while others, such as the present song and the
Song of Deborah (Judges 5), seem to be more of a spontaneous outburst. Later King David would
organize the temple worship and make singing a prominent feature. (1 Chronicles 15:16-23)
Moses began his song by acknowledging the exalted Lord who turned back the advancing army by
drowning them in the sea.
The structure of the song now sung by the new nation contains 4 stanzas (15:1-5; 6-10; 11-13; 14-17)
and finishes with a one-line declaration (15:18). Stanzas one and two end with “they went down” and
“they sank…,” a refrain emphasizing the finality of the enemy’s defeat at the hands of God. Stanzas
three and four end with reference to God’s Holy Place (15:13, 17). 1
• Stanza one briefly introduces God’s powerful victory.
• Stanza two graphically repeats the victory and then inserts the arrogant and vengeful assertions of
victory by the enemy to show how puny they were.
• Stanza three concisely summarizes the victory after asking an appropriate question.
• Stanza four picks up and expands on Yahweh’s leading His people to their divinely assigned home
and the consequent fear by other nations as they hear of Israel’s dramatic rescue from such a
powerful enemy nation.
The closing sums it all up: “The Lord shall reign forever and ever.” (15:18)
Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this lesson about the Song of Israel, I hope you will understand that worship is
our response to who God is, what He has done, and what He will do.

1

John MacArthur, MacArthur Study Bible, 3rd ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2006), pg. 116.
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Key Truths
• The Israelites said, “I WILL” sing to the Lord (Next week in Exodus 17…they grumble). They made a
decision, a decision to praise God for what He had done. This was in response to God hurling the
horse and the rider into the sea. The Israelites didn’t need to do anything except watch what God
would do to save them.
• They rejoiced about the victory God had over the Egyptians. They gave all the credit to God
because it belonged to God not themselves. God used the entire exodus from Egypt to help his
people understand the dependence they had in Him. Without God’s provision they would have
died.
• God’s motivation for saving the Israelites wasn’t because they deserved it. It was His unmerited
choice to show this mercy to them to save them. (15:13) Once He saved them, He didn’t desert
them. He continued to lead them. We can see this theme throughout the whole Old Testament.
Even when man is unfaithful, God remains faithful. God never forgets and God never abandons His
people.
Lesson Outline
1. God’s victory over the Egyptians in the Red Sea- (Read 15:1-6; 7-12)
• Our worship begins and ends with who God is. Here, Israel was compelled to think about who God
is because He exerted His power and love on their behalf. They would have done well to keep
thinking about who God is, instead of letting their circumstances dictate their worship (see Exodus
16:1-3; 32:1). The fact is, regardless of what we perceive God is or is not doing on our behalf, He is
worthy of our praise. His character never changes. His exaltation never ends.
• Moses acknowledged God as his strength and song, the true source of his joy. The Old Testament
concept of salvation (15:2) may encompass both physical and spiritual deliverance.
• The song continues (15:3) with a declaration of God’s role as a protector for the people of God.
Wherever God’s people go, their enemies are not far behind. Although at times they may resort to
arms, their true defender is God himself, as the account of the exodus makes evident. This is why
the Egyptian army was cast into the Red Sea. The right hand of God signifies his strength (Psalm
20:6-7). The fuel for wielding his power here was God’s burning anger against Egypt’s cruelty and
mistreatment of his people.
• At first the Egyptians boasted as they captured the outpaced Israelites. (15:9-12) God’s motive in
delivering them was to exalt His name, but the Egyptians sought only to divide the spoils. Indeed,
the sight of the defenseless Israelites must have spurred the violent aggressors on even more. But
at the command of God the waters enclosed and swallowed the riders alive. Moses and the people
saw the attributes of God in his miraculous act of deliverance once again.
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• Before Moses’ return to Egypt, God told Moses that Pharaoh would not release the Israelites until
He compelled him to “with a mighty hand,” which was revealed by performing “wonders” among
them (Exodus 3:19-20). Now, after their passing through the Red Sea, Israel praised God for what
His “mighty hand” had done. (15:6, 9, 12) Read Exodus 14:30-31
• God revealed through Moses that He was about to “bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt.”
(Exodus 12:12) Now, after the exodus, Israel proclaims, “Who among the gods is like you, O Lord?”
(Exodus 15:11) By the exodus, God said that Israel would know He was the Lord their God, who
brought them out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. (Read Exodus 6:7) After the crossing of
the Red Sea, the Israelites sang, “He is my God, and I will praise him.” (Exodus 15:2) What God
sought to accomplish in the events of the exodus, He did accomplish, as seen by the praises of His
people in this song.

2. God’s victory over the enemies of Israel in the future- (Read 15:13-16, 17-21)
• 15:13-18. The revelation of God’s love for His people unfolds gradually in biblical revelation. By the
time we reach the New Testament and see the fuller unveiling of God’s intentions for his people,
we marvel at his love. (1 John 3:1) Still, God chose his people from the beginning in love and never
failed to love them as His own.
o Moses called that love unfailing, a truth made more evident by the deliverance through the
Red Sea. God’s people often find themselves in such straits that they despair of ever finding
this love, wondering where God’s kindnesses went. But God’s miraculous rescue of the
Israelites proves once more that His love never left them for a moment.
• Moreover, this love for His people will cause the surrounding nations to realize that God makes a
distinction between those who know Him and those who don’t. By the time the Israelites arrived
at the borders of Canaan and entered under Joshua’s command, the nations melted in fear. The
goal of their journeys would be the mountain of God’s inheritance, the land of Canaan and milk
and honey. (Exodus 3:8; Numbers 14:8; Deuteronomy 31:20)
o Note: Philistia, Edom, Moab, Canaan were all people groups that the Israelites fought
against during the conquest, kingdom and divided kingdom eras. Here they had great fear
of Israel after what had taken place in with the Egyptians.
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• The Lord reigns forever and ever. Because He does, Israel could march on in confidence that God
would be present and would act on their behalf. We too can know our future is secure. He will
continue to act on behalf of those who belong to Him. No matter what it looks like now, ultimately
His justice will prevail. We can look forward to God’s future acts without losing sight of today.
• In 15:19-21 Miriam’s song in these verses reflects her devotion to God and her thankfulness for
His marvelous deliverance. She would later join Aaron in complaining to Moses about his marriage
to a Cushite woman, an act that would leave her a temporary leper. (Numbers 12:10)
• The first half of the “song of Moses” emphasizes the defeat of Israel’s enemies, the Egyptians. The
second half of this song, in 15:13-21, is about the defeat of those who would oppose Israel in the
future and their occupancy of the promised land, which God promised He would give them as we
will see in the Conquest Era.

Summary
God speaks, through His people. The Israelites began their song using first person pronouns
demonstrating that God was personal to them and that His deliverance had great physical and
spiritual significance to them. God spoke through His people because future generations passed the
story of the Exodus from one generation to the next.
God acts, in His deliverance of His chosen people by providing a way through the Red Sea and the
collapse of the sea on the Egyptian army.
God reveals, He is a God who can be trusted as He continues to honor His promise with Abraham by
making His people a great nation and delivering them to the promise land (Genesis 12). Additionally,
God reveals to both the Israelites and foreign nations He is Yahweh the Most High and should be
feared and worshiped forever and ever (Exodus 15:18).
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Exodus Era
Rescued to Dwell with God - Exodus 17
(March 6)
Overview
How do you go from great victory to absolute rebellion in just 3 days? That's what happens to
the children of Israel after they crossed the Red Sea!
In Exodus 17, the Israelites faced a dire problem: they needed clean water. Earlier in Exodus 15:22-27,
the weary travelers also experienced a water crisis at Marah that led them to complain to Moses,
their leader. In a miraculous act and at the Lord’s instruction, Moses threw a tree into undrinkable
water, making it safe for consumption. Don’t forget it was the Lord who led them to the undrinkable
water. So, when we read of the lack of water in Exodus 17, we might predict that the people would
remember the miracle at Marah and trust God to provide. They did not. Instead, they complained
once again to Moses, “Why did you ever bring us up from Egypt to kill us and our children and our
livestock with thirst?” (v. 3).
God does not ignore the needs of His people. In another demonstration of grace and power, God
instructed Moses to take some of the elders and his staff with him to Horeb. There, Moses was to
strike the rock, causing water to pour from it. Moses followed the Lord’s guidance and water came
from the rock (v.6).
Lesson Objective
For you to have a better understanding that your choices often change the direction the Lord has
for their lives and that because of this truth, we can learn to follow the Lord through His Holy
Spirit and His Word. You should also understand that God is the one who is in control.
Key Truths
• Believers must be careful not to grumble against other believers because their grumbling may be
against God Himself and it prevents us from being unity focused.
• Believers must be careful to look for the Hand of God as He works and avoid taking matters into
their own hands as God carries out His plan.
• Believers must not forget the blessings of God in the midst of difficult circumstances. The people
of Israel had recently exited Egypt, saw many miracles and God provide for them and yet they
forgot and complained.
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Lesson Outline
The children of Israel had lived their whole lives as slaves to the Egyptians. As far as the Scriptures tell
us, they had never experienced or seen any type of miracle. But after Moses arrives, they see ten
awesome and miraculous plagues that devastate the land and the people of Egypt. They are not
only set free by Pharaoh, but they are given much of the wealth of the Egyptians as they depart.
The Israelites have seen the pillar of fire that protected them from the Egyptian Army. They
have seen the Red Sea split apart, with the waters heaping up into walls and the ground on the
bottom of the sea dry as they walk, ride, and take their livestock across to the other side. They
watched as Moses raised his staff and the waters washed back in like giant waves of awesome
strength, destroying the entire Egyptian Army.
1. God Provides the Miracles (Read Exodus 15:22-26)
Three days later, they arrived in the wilderness of Shur. Thirsty and tired, they find no drinkable
water and they grumble against Moses! God purifies the water for them to drink! Besides all
the miracles they had just seen in the previous few weeks, God does another miracle.
“Then they came to Elim where there were twelves springs of water and seventy date palms,
and they camped there beside the waters.” (Exodus 15:27) “Then they set out from Elim, and
all the congregation of the sons of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim
and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure from the land of
Egypt. 2 The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses…” (Exodus
16:1-2), and God gives them manna! Another miracle!
Notice in these miracles God feeds them enough for each day (16:4) teaching them to rely on him for
provision. God’s gracious answer to their complaint here was to promise an abundance of the bread
they missed and God’s directions on how to gather it would also test their obedience to Him (Read
16:16, 26-28).

2. God is Our Provider (Read Exodus 17:1-3)
God brought the people to a place of rest. – at Rephidim (literally means resting places). It
immediately became obvious that things weren’t exactly as the people wanted them, so they
turn on Moses and began murmuring and complaining about him and probably others who
supported him. Rephidim is an important stop for the nation of Israel. When they reach
Rephidim, it is time to choose.
This time they were past grumbling! They quarreled with Moses! They were attacking him and were
moments away from stoning and killing him! Quarreling is not complaining! Quarreling is about
14

fighting! (v.4) They felt it was their place to reprimand Moses for bringing them to this place when it
was not Moses who brought them there, but the Lord God! (v.4)
The pillar of smoke and fire! God moved before them, and they would dare turn their faces away from
God who is right in front of them and turn toward Moses and reprimand him for leading them out of
Egypt! How dare Moses give them what they wanted!
Exodus 17:3 “But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled against Moses and said,
‘Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with
thirst?’”
God leads, provides, gives miracles, but they refused to see what God was doing through their
circumstances.

3. God is Gracious (Read Exodus 17:4-6)
“So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, 'What shall I do to this people? A little more and they will
stone me.’” (17:4) there are two ways people interpret Moses’ cry to the lord. Some say that Moses
had enough of the people and asked the Lord how he wanted to act against them. He may have been
thinking do we bring down boils and frogs or something like that. Other’s interpretation sees Moses’
cry to the Lord to be out of sorrow, grief, or even brokenness for the people he is leading. We have
been down this road before, and they still don’t trust You to provide. They wish God left them in
Egypt. Regardless of the way you hear Moses’ cry to the Lord doesn’t change the fact that God is
gracious to his People.
Then God says, “Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the
rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.’ And Moses did so in the sight of the
elders of Israel.”’ (17:6)
The people after being rescued by God, having totally rebelled against God and yet God gives them
water despite their grumbling. Moses uses his wood staff to break the rock and make water flow from
it. God in his grace reminded the people of his gracious provision.
Look at Exodus 17:7, “He named the place Massah and Meribah because of the quarrel of the sons
of Israel, and because they tested the LORD, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us, or not?”’ Moses named
the place Massah (which means -temptation) and Meribah (which means – fountain of strife) because
in that moment the people could have killed God’s chosen leader for them and followed their heart
here.
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Notice how sin works: Temptation leads to sin, sin leads to destruction and destruction to death.
(Read James 1:14-15)
Summary
God speaks through Moses to show the children of Israel that they must choose between following
God or following a man. He is teaching them that man will fail, but God never will.
God acts by splitting the rock as Moses strikes it, showing grace to the children of Israel and giving
them water rather than wrath.
God reveals His divine purpose using a dry wilderness and a rock by showing the people that He is
their provider and sustainer. In the same way Jesus is the living water of life for all who believe in
Him.
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Exodus Era
The God People Want - Exodus 32
(March 13)
Overview
Pharaoh’s hardness of heart against the LORD ushers in the ten plagues by
which God destroys the infrastructure of Egypt and brings Israel out of Egypt into the Wilderness
of Sinai. Due to Israel's unbelief and rebellion, their eleven-day trek across the wilderness turns
into a 40-year camping expedition (Deuteronomy 1:2-3). During this time, God reveals Himself
and His ways to Moses through leadership development (Exodus 18), covenant making (Exodus
19), law giving (Exodus 20), and the construction of the Tent of Meeting (Exodus 33). God seeks
to make Israel His own special possession among all peoples.
God reveals Himself as the Covenant-Keeper in His deliverance of Israel from Egypt and His
subsequent dealings with His people during the 40 years in the wilderness. God powerfully
vanquishes the gods of Egypt, drowns Pharaoh's vast army, and manifests His presence among
Israel through the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. He reveals His unlimited resources
by providing manna, quail, and water for His people (Exodus 16).
Instead of acting in faith when faced with "seemingly" impossible circumstances, Israel often
threatens to go back to Egypt. The Israelites spend their first year of freedom from Egypt
discovering their own depravity and God's commitment to make them His people. God
covenants to take Israel as His people and to be their God (Read Deuteronomy 6:4-7).
Only through faith that results in obedience to the covenant terms can Israel become a holy
nation. First on God's agenda is the stripping away of the faulty ideas His people entertain about
Him, revealed through their complaining and rebellion.
God desires to dwell among His people, but, because He is holy and they are unholy, He devises a
way in which He can dwell among His people through the Tent of Meeting. This tabernacle is
separated into three divisions (outer court, Holy Place, Holiest Place). Each division reinforces the
truths that man is sinful, and God is holy. While Moses receives these instructions from the LORD
up on the mount, the Israelites below act wickedly and show their need for God's mercy and
presence.
This lesson focuses on Israel's desire to worship a god made by human hands instead of the living
God-demonstrating that, since the Fall, humans would rather live outside of God's presence and
bow to a god of their own making than to submit to the True God. Humanity will always find
something or someone to worship. It may be God or a god.
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Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this lesson, we will be able to identify the cause and effect of idol worship.
Key Truths
• Since the Fall, God's people struggle to walk by faith in a world of unbelief.
•

People seek to live independently of God and create (either mentally or physically) a god in their
own image.

•

God initiates the intercession of His people and responds to their prayers. God judges His
people's sin by His holiness, but in love provides a covering.

Lesson Outline - Exodus 32
As we study this chapter in Exodus, let’s remember what Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 10:6-11, “Now
these things took place as examples for us, so that we will not desire evil things as they did.
Don’t become idolaters as some of them were as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and
drink, and got up to party.’ Let us not commit sexual immorality as some of them did and in a
single day twenty-three thousand people died…These things happened to them as examples, and
they were written for our instruction, on whom the ends of the ages have come.”
Paul is quoting from the very passage we will be looking at today. Know that what we are about
to look at was written as an example for us to learn from.
While God reveals Himself to His servant Moses, on the mountain, the Israelites grow impatient
and demand a god of their own making. They don't want the God of Israel who is holy and
separate from sinners; they want a god they can mold into their own image. People often want
what is familiar because they want to be in control.
1. The 'god' Israel wants (Read Exodus 32:1-6)
Why now, why here, after God has demonstrated His power and provision for His people?
When we look back at the journey of the Israelites, we can gather some context clues.
• In chapter 20 the Israelites HEAR God speak! He spoke the Ten Commandments, so it wasn’t
like they didn’t realize they weren’t to make an idol (20:4-5), let alone bow down in worship
to them.
• In Exodus 20:22-25, Then the Lord told Moses, “This is what you are to say to the Israelites: You
have seen that I have spoken to you from heaven. Do not make gods of silver to rival me; do not
make gods of gold for yourselves…” – Golden Calf, woops we forgot? “Make an earthen altar for
me, and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, your flocks and herds. I will
come to you and bless you in every place where I cause my name to be remembered. If you make
a stone altar for Me, do not build it out of cut stones. If you use your chisel on it, you will defile
it. – Altar made, fellowship offerings were given, but all made to an idol.
• Chapter 24:3 a covenant made with God – “we will do everything that the Lord has
Commanded.”
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24:10-11 Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and 70 of Israel’s elders see God and God doesn’t
harm them. They even ate and drank while they saw God!
• Then 24:16-18 God calls Moses from the cloud and Moses enters the cloud and there are 40
days and nights which brings us to chapter 32.
•

It’s almost like the people of Israel were waiting for a moment like this to occur – Look at v 1 –
“When the people saw that Moses delayed in coming down from the mountain…” Hey here’s
our chance to change things, make it like we are back in Egypt. Moses is delaying, so maybe we
can get some control here and make some changes.
Don’t forget, just months before this incident the Israelites and the other ethnic groups among
them were still living in Egypt where they were exposed to pagan culture.
The people of the Middle East were very religious, but they also worshiped many gods. The ten
plagues God brought on the Egyptians were judgments against specific gods they worshiped and
showed that the Lord was greater than all of them. Even Moses’ father-in-law Jethro, who was the
priest of Midian and a worshiper of the true God, was impacted by the religious pluralism of the
people around him. When Moses and the people arrived at Mount Sinai, and Jethro heard of all God’s
works, he replied, “Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods, because in this affair they
dealt arrogantly with the people” (Exodus 18:11). When God gave His laws to the Israelites, He
began by addressing this religious pluralism. “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me.
So here is their chance – Aaron is in charge, the people gathering around Aaron are pressing him to
make a little “g” god for them. Because they have grown impatient and don’t know what has
happened to Moses as he’s been gone these 39 days.
Aaron responds to the demands of the people and asks for their golden earrings, forms a molded
calf, and the people then say, "This is your god, 0 Israel, that brought you out of the land of
Egypt" (32:4). This is the same language that God used in Exodus 20:1 - “And God spoke all these
words: ‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.’”
The same phrase that God uses in entering His covenant with His people in Ex. 20:1 ‘I am the Lord
your God who brought you out of Egypt...” is the same phrase they’re using, “These are your gods, O
Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt” (Ex. 32:4). The only difference is, they are attributing to a
golden calf and to multiple gods what God, the Lord, Yahweh, did on their behalf. What is interesting
is that they are claiming salvation while they indulge in sin. They are even using their salvation as a
justification for their sin. Do you catch that? Claiming salvation while they indulge in sin—using
salvation, their deliverance, as a justification for their indulging in sin. Their salvation was now just a
way by which they could enjoy sin. Aaron built an altar, and the people worship immorally and party
before the image. Ultimately Aaron didn’t lead, he allowed the people to dictate the situation. Aaron
did not stand his ground and keep the people from sin.
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So, what does this little “g” god look like that the people of Israel want?
The people of Israel want a god:
• Who does not delay (look at Exodus 32:1) – they want to get this show on the road, Moses has
delayed, God is delaying “make us a god that will go before us”
• Who has eyes but cannot see (a visible object unable to observe their nakedness)
• Who appears strong but lacks power (a visible object unable to punish their sin)
• Who is present but does not require holiness (a visible object unable to demand their
purity)(Exodus 32:7)
They wanted a god that appeared in recognizable form and did not interfere with their lives. They
desired to worship a god who allowed them to express themselves immorally, and without
restraint. This theme appears throughout Scripture; even in Jeremiah's time, the people wanted
a deity who delivers ("saves") them so that they can continue in their sin. (Read Jeremiah 7:8-10)

2. The God Who Is (Exodus 32:1-35) (the one true God)
• Responds to the sin of His people (Read Exodus 32:7-10, 23)
No human activity escapes the eye of God. The activity in the valley below interrupts God's
conversation with Moses on the mount and changes Moses' relationship with God from one of
Exodus 32:10 isn’t soft but strong language – “I am going to destroy them." It’s the kind of visual that
would tell me I need to get out of the way of what’s about to happen.
• Listens to the prayers of intercessors (Read Exodus 32:11-14)
Moses bases his prayers on three truths:
• God's relationship with His people (32:11)
• God’s reputation before the world (32:12)
• God’s remembrance of His covenant (32:13)
• God’s remembrance of His covenant (32:13)
Moses appeals to the covenant that God made to Abraham (Genesis 12) regarding his
descendants. God relents "from the harm He said He would do to His people." Intercessors know
God's Word and appropriate His promises. Moses stands in the gap and places his life on the line,
"Yet now, if You will forgive their sin--but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You
have written" (32:32). Nothing more strongly demonstrates the love of Moses for his people
than his sincere willingness to offer up his own life rather than see them disinherited or
destroyed.
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• Establishes leaders to uphold His Name (Read Exodus 32:19-29)
• Moses – an already established leader, responded to remove the sin in their life (32:19-20). He
made them drink their sin.
• Moses addresses Aaron who was left in charge and like Adam he deflects responsibility for his sin
blaming the people (32:21-24). Aaron was honest in telling Moses about the people’s request for
gods but failed to be honest in his own role in the situation.
• Moses holds Aaron responsible for Israel's lack of restraint. Had not Moses interceded for Aaron,
God would have destroyed him (Read Deuteronomy 9:20). This is significant in the fact that
Aaron was the high priest, and his life was spared because of intercessory prayer by Moses.
• Moses separates those who remain loyal to God from those guilty of idol worship (32:25-29).
Only the tribe of Levi responded to the call to take action in response to this situation. They
had understood that neutrality could not exist in the open confrontation between good and
evil. Right here family, friends and national ties were superseded by submission to the Lord to
do His will above all.
• Allows the consequences to follow the evil that men commit (Read Exodus 32:34-35)
• God punishes evildoers. (NT Example in Acts 5 with Ananias and Sapphira)
• God plagues the people because they worshiped the calf that Aaron made (v.35).

Summary
God speaks to Moses face to face but distances Himself from the people.
God acts to deliver His people, to provide for His people by supernatural means, and to judge His
people for their sin.
God reveals His holiness in judgment, His power in deliverance, His provision in need, and His
moral purity through His laws.
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Exodus Era
A Place for God's Name - Exodus 35-40
(March 20)
Overview
God has delivered His people out of Egypt by ten mighty plagues and by parting the Red Sea. He has
met with His people in the wilderness, giving Moses the Ten Commandments and the laws by which
they can walk with Him as His kingdom people. He establishes a covenant with them so that they will
be His people and He will be their God (Exodus 19:5-8). Even as He meets with Moses on the
mountain to give instruction for the details of their relationship, they rebel in the valley by bowing
down to an idol crafted by Aaron (Exodus 32). Their rebellion invites His holy judgment on them, yet
in the midst of judgment, He remembers mercy. Three thousand Israelites fall in the wilderness, but
He immediately renews His covenant with Israel through the intercession of Moses.
He commands His people to build a Tent of Meeting for His Name. We do want to remember that this
is a different tent from the one that Moses entered back in Exodus 33:7. The LORD has promised to
make them His covenant people, so to keep His promise, He honors Moses and calls on a renewal by
the people to honor Him. God seeks to make Israel His own special possession among all peoples.
God desires to dwell among His people, but because He is holy and they are unholy, He provides a
way in which He can dwell among His people through the Tent of Meeting. This is also a foreshadow
of Jesus Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23)
This tabernacle is separated into three divisions (outer court, Holy Place, Holy of Holies). Each division
reinforces the twin truths-God is Holy, and man is sinful. At every stage of the construction, God
shows His blessing and His desire to dwell in the midst of His people.
This lesson focuses on the construction, setting up, and preparation for worship in this Tent of
meeting. God makes His presence known and reveals that He will be approached not by man's way
but by the way He commands -- men must come to God His way.
Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this lesson, you will understand that those who come to God must come to Him
His way, and that He will provide all that is necessary for His people to do His will.
Key Truths
• God so desires to dwell among His people that He both designs and provides a meeting place
between Holy God and sinful humans.
• Where God guides, He provides. All the materials and craftsmanship needed for the construction
of the Tent of Meeting are provided by God Himself.
• When God's people do His will His way, He manifests His presence among His people in power.
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Lesson Outline
1. The People Give (Read Exodus 35:1-9)
•

o

God gave Moses the command to take the offering for the Tent of meeting before the children of
Israel sinned in the wilderness. (Read Ex. 25:8-9) He initiated the offering for the Tent of meeting
as an offering to Himself ("to Me"), He instructed the people in all that they were to give, and He
showed them His intention for the finished Tabernacle, "let them make Me a sanctuary, that I
may dwell among them." (25:8)
Voluntarily and freely the people were given opportunity to personally contribute to the nation’s
worship center from the list of 14 components and materials need to build the Tabernacle. You
have to wonder how much of their contribution came originally from Egyptian homes and had
been thrust into their hands right before their exodus (Exodus 12:35,36).

•

He now reiterates His command for the children of Israel to give. He calls first for the right attitude
in giving--"whoever is of a willing heart." (35:5) God delights for His people to give willingly; both
testaments affirm this truth. Paul echoes this reality when he writes, "God loves a cheerful giver."
(2 Cor. 9:7)

•

Further, God restates what the people are to give. Every gift that they are to give God has been
given to them from their sojourn in Egypt. God always provides what He requests. All who give to
Him give out of what He has given to them; it is no wonder that the apostle writes, "What do you
have that you did not receive?" (1 Cor. 4:7) God provides the means for His people to give so that
they have enough to give and still have more left.

•

The chastened, humbled people now take His command seriously. God's judgment on the
idolators coupled with His forgiveness for the nation awakens a new willingness among His people
to honor Him with heart obedience. "Then everyone came whose heart was stirred, and
everyone whose spirit was willing, and they brought the LORD's offering for the work of the
tabernacle of meeting." (35:21)

•

God's people give: they give specifically what God commands, they give both men and women,
and they give generously. In fact, God's people give so generously that the craftsmen who are
building the Tent of meeting come to Moses and ask them to stop giving. (Read Ex. 36:3-7)
The people as we see responded with such joy and enthusiasm that they had to be restrained
from giving. We see a similar response during the kingdom era when King David requested gifts to
build the temple (1 Chronicles 29:1-9) that his son Solomon would build.
The people, stubborn and disobedient at times, nevertheless rose to the occasion and voluntarily
brought much more than was needed for the building of the tabernacle.

•

•

•

God also establishes here His expectation for the Sabbath day of rest (35:2-3)
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2. The Artisans Build (Read Exodus 35:30-35)
•

When God commands His people to build, He also raises up skilled workmen for the building of
the Tent of Meeting. He raises up two leaders in the building--Bezalel and Aholiab--who supervise
the work. These men are called specifically by God (35:30), filled "with the Spirit of God, in
wisdom and understanding, in knowledge and in all manner of workmanship" (35:31), and given
the ability to teach others as well. (35:34) They have the skill needed to oversee and perform the
work. Together with the gifted artisans, they begin the tasks of weaving the cloths, casting the
metal pieces, and cutting the wood exactly as God commands and Moses relates.

•

Each article for the Tent of Meeting is crafted with care. Moses oversees the work, directing the
project so that each piece is just as "it was shown on the mountain." (26:30) The tent itself is
created first, then the ark of the covenant, followed by the articles of the Tent. Finally, the
garments for the priests are woven together just as the LORD commands Moses.

•

When all the articles are completely finished (a task of perhaps a year, or at least several months),
Moses inspects all the articles before the builders erect the tent. The artisans then erect the tent
and prepare for the worship that will take place.

3. The LORD Blesses (read Exodus 39:32; 42-43)
• Moses and the artisans erect the Tent of meeting with care. They finish creating the tent and the
articles by the end of their first year out of Egypt, and at the beginning of the second year, they
pitch the Tent of meeting. The Tent is erected first, followed by the veils. Then the articles are
placed in the Tent, and finally Moses lights the lamp and places the presentation bread on the
table. All is in readiness for the children of Israel to worship Holy God. (Exodus 40:1-33)
•

And what a worship service takes place! As Moses completes the task of erecting the Tent of
meeting and filling it with the articles, the glory of God fills the Tent. (read Exodus 40:34-35) The
cloud that led them out of Egypt now rests above the Tent of meeting. God manifests His holy
presence before His people, and His glory so shines that Moses cannot enter. The glory that was
lost at the Fall descends on the people of God, so that Holy God meets with sinful humanity at the
place of sacrifice and worship. God made a way!

•

Tabernacle Map and What it all means explained (see appendix)
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Summary
God speaks by giving clear instructions to His people concerning the building of the Tent.
God acts by manifesting His presence among His people through the cloud and the glory.
God reveals His desire to be among His people. God is holy. Man is sinful. Yet, God desires to make His
presence known through His people and does so at the Tent of Meeting.
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Exodus Era
Repentance and Restitution - Leviticus 5:1-16; 6:1-7
(March 27)
Overview
The core ideas around which Leviticus develops are the holy character of God and the will of God for
Israel’s holiness. The whole book is setup to keep the people of Israel holy and what to do when they
are not.
You will notice that before the time when Israel camped at Mt. Sinai the presence of God’s glory had
never formally resided among the Israelites; a central place of worship, like the tabernacle had never
existed; a structured and regulated set of sacrifices and feasts had not been given; and a High-Priest,
and formal priesthood system had not been setup. As Exodus concluded, the first two features have
been setup, but not the others, which brings us to this book and today’s text. Exodus 19:6 called Israel
to be “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” Leviticus in turn is God’s instruction for His newly
redeemed people, teaching them how to worship, obey Him and avoid sin.1
Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this lesson, you will be able to see how Levitical law was used as a
substitutionary atonement for sin against God and others. You will know that repentance and
restoration is a central theme in the forgiving nature of our Holy God.
Key Truths
In Leviticus 4 we see how to handle the sin or purification offering and later in chapter 5:14-6:7 we
have the guilt offering. The lesson will discuss in the beginning the sin offering followed by the guilt
offering. The sin offering pertains to the offering for unintentional sins and transitioning back from an
unclean to a clean state.
The guilt offering can include intentional or unintentional trespasses but primarily relates to
restitution, or compensation, that has to be paid because of some misappropriation of property or
failure in regard to material things. Here the offender is guilty of some lack of integrity or honesty in
their dealings with either the priests or his neighbors. Whatever the damage incurred here, it must be
restored and compensated with a 20% penalty in addition to the sacrifice of a male sheep (5:16).
Additional instructions are found in Leviticus 7:1-7.

The MacArthur Study Bible, NASB, John MacArthur, pg. 160, (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson,
2006).
1
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The theme of an offering runs throughout the entire Bible. Within the creation era in the garden of
Eden, God clothed Adam and Eve with animal skins after they had sinned, which technically registered
as the first offering in the Bible. Next, we learn Abel gives the fatty portions of animals as his offering
which are pleasing to the Lord. Generations later, the first thing that Noah does when he comes off of
the ark is offer an animal sacrifice to the Lord. Within the patriarch era we learn that Abraham knew
of sacrifices because he was fully obedient to God and almost sacrificed his only son Isaac. Also in this
era, we learn that Job before he suffered offered sacrifices for his children. The story today comes
shortly after these within the exodus era and serves as the place where God begins to regulate
sacrifices within the Mosaic law. This would be something that would set a pattern and be a normal
way of life leading up to the coming of Jesus Christ, who ultimately was the great and final offering,
which all of these offerings hinted at and pointed to.
Lesson Outline – Leviticus 5:1-5; 14-16; Leviticus 6:1-7
1. Sinning against God brings on guilt, but there is forgiveness through confession and atonement.
(Read Leviticus 5:1-5)
• 5:1. God provided Moses and the Israelites with four specific examples of unintentional sins that
required a sin offering. The first involved an individual who witnessed an event but failed to
respond to a public call for witnesses to testify about it. Individuals become witnesses when they
see an act committed, hear the perpetrator admit to the act, or become implicated in the act.
While refusing to testify might be intentional, the unintentional part was failing to recognize that
keeping silent was equivalent to breaking a sacred oath to God and the community.
•

The intentional act of refusing to testify led to the unwitting sin of breaking an oath. The phrase
“he is guilty” also can be translated “he will bear his iniquity.” In some situations, a curse was
pronounced on any witness who would not come forward to testify (see Judg. 17:2; Prov. 29:24).
People hoped that as the silent witness began to experience the effects of the curse, he or she
would confess, offer a sin offering, and provide the needed testimony.

•

5:2-4. The second and third examples of sins that required a sin offering involved unknowingly
touching something unclean (5:2-3). The fourth example involved making a rash oath. In the
emotional heat of the moment a person might take an oath to help or hurt another. Later when
the individual realized he or she had made the oath, the person might refuse to keep the oath
claiming the oath had been unintentional or unwitting. God’s people must not make promises
they don’t intend to keep. A believer needs to be trustworthy so that the community becomes
stronger and the individual reflects the trustworthy nature of God.

•

5:5. When individuals realized they had incurred guilt in any of the ways mentioned or in any other
way, they needed to confess their sin. The Hebrew verb translated “confess” has the basic
meaning of “to reveal, expose or speak out.” When God reveals His nature to us, we praise Him as
gracious, merciful, and holy. When we see our true nature, we confess our sin and unworthiness
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to stand before Him or to serve Him. Confession indicates that we understand how our sin affects
God and others and resolve with God’s help to live in ways pleasing to Him.
•

In these verses there is a natural flow and God-intended order for the steps between sin and
forgiveness. First involves sinning and recognizing one has sinned. Next involves bringing about the
sacrifice and confessing that one has sinned. The next is the priest actually using the animal to
make atonement for the sins which ends in temporary forgiveness.

•

A great illustration in Old Testament of seeing God for who He is and seeing us for who we are in
the category of confessing involves Isaiah. In Isaiah chapter 6, he is in the temple and is described
as seeing the “Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up.” In that passage Isaiah is referenced
in saying “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips” (v.6). Then following shortly
thereafter he notes that he has “seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” We can see that Isaiah clearly
has seen the Lord. And from that lofty and high viewpoint in seeing God for who He is, he
confesses just how sinful he is.

•

A great illustration in the New Testament of seeing God for who He is and seeing us for who we
are in the category of confessing involves Peter. In Luke chapter 5, Jesus is in the process of calling
out his first disciples. Within the passage Peter and others have been fishing all night and have not
caught a thing. Upon following Jesus’ command to put their nets out and then follow by catching a
great multitude of fish, there is something unique in what Peter does and says. “But when Peter
saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying ‘depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord’” (Luke
5:8). Peter here sees the demonstration of the sheer majesty and strength of Jesus by how He was
Lord over the fish and the water. And from this, Peter’s natural reaction is to confess just how
unworthy he was. He saw Jesus for who He was: God, and he saw himself for exactly who he was:
a sinner.

• As believers we often focus on intentional sins we have committed. But we may neglect to help
individuals or act in godly ways in every situation. We need to realize that even unintentional sins
and sins of omission affect our relationship with God and our fellowship with others. Others may
not recognize our sin, but we need to acknowledge and confess our sin to begin to mend our
relationship with God and others.
• Believers today no longer follow the Old Testament sacrificial system because God made
restitution for us in Jesus. Yet we need to be sensitive to our unintentional sins and seek God’s
forgiveness. When we realize we have sinned, we need to make the situation right by confessing
our sin to God and seeking to restore our relationship with Him and with those we have hurt
(James 5:16).
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2. Sinning against God brings on a debt which must be paid, but there is forgiveness through
restitution and atonement. (Read Leviticus 6:1-7)
•

6:1. God spoke to Moses again regarding further sins that required the guilt offering. In contrast to
the earlier sins discussed, these constitute deliberate sins.

•

6:2. All of the actions listed involve an individual gaining possession of another’s property or
control over another person by deliberate deception. In the absence of banks and safety-deposit
boxes, an ancient Israelite might entrust a valued object to a friend for safekeeping. If the friend
subsequently refused to return the object, he or she committed an act of unfaithfulness. A
security deposit might be required for a loan, collateral, but when the loan had been paid the
lender needed to return the item used as security. Through robbery an individual illegally acquired
something belonging to another. Through extortion an individual took from another by immoral
means, wrongly using the law or personal position to withhold what rightfully belonged to
another. All of these sins constituted acts of unfaithfulness against God, His covenant, and the
people with whom one lived in covenant.

•

6:3. Sins requiring a guilt offering also included finding an item someone had lost, keeping it for
oneself, and then denying having found it or swearing falsely about another. By falsely swearing,
the guilty individual broke the Ninth Commandment (Exodus 20:16); and if God’s name had been
invoked in the oath, the guilty individual also broke the Third Commandment (Exodus 20:7).
• All the deliberate sins listed would have been difficult to try in court because each case would
pit one person’s word against another’s. The victim’s only hope rested with God convicting the
wrongdoer of sin and the wrongdoer confessing and acting to set things right.

•

6:4. When the guilty individual acknowledged sin and guilt, the individual first needed to return
whatever had been taken. Sin against another person offends God and damages the sinner’s
relationship with God, but sin also damages the relationship with the one wronged. Genuine,
heartfelt confession opens the way to restoring the individual’s relationship with God, but also
needs to lead toward restoring the individual’s relationship with the one harmed.

•

6:5. The guilty individual needed to return the exact item taken or provide its full monetary
equivalent. In addition, twenty percent of the value of the item must be added and given to the
person wronged. The guilty individual needed to make restitution on the same day he or she
acknowledged guilt. Time did not need to pass while the individual decided what to say or exactly
how to make reparation. The wronged individual deserved to have restored what was taken, and
the relationship needed to be repaired between the guilty individual and the wronged person.

•

6:6. The guilty individual first needed to make restitution to the wronged individual and to begin
restoring that relationship. Jesus later stated the same principle in the Sermon on the Mount (see
Matt. 5:23-24). The guilty individual then needed to begin to heal his or her relationship with God
by bringing an unblemished ram to the priest as the restitution offering.
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•

6:7. Having demonstrated genuine repentance by confessing sin and making restitution for what
was taken, the priest could then offer the restitution offering to secure forgiveness for the
individual. Genuine repentance precedes forgiveness and restoration. Sacrifices, prayers, and acts
do not work magically to produce forgiveness. God looks for a humble, contrite spirit that
indicates genuine repentance and a renewed desire to follow Him.

•

Genuine repentance involves more than simply asking God for forgiveness. Believers need to
honestly confess sin, to seek God’s help in avoiding sin, to refocus life on Him, and to make things
right with those they may have hurt. Making restitution to others helps us acknowledge our
weakness, restore damaged relationships, and redirect our lives.

•

It is impossible to love God, hate people, and have a good walk with the Lord. Some people over
time have communicated that they are on fire for the Lord but yet express a specific hate towards
the church. These two things cannot go together. A great reference to this in the New Testament
comes from 1 John 4:20- “If anyone says, I love God and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who
does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.” Therefore,
within the guilt offering, any individual who owed someone a debt from their sin and expressed
resistance in returning what they rightly owed, certainly could not attest that they loved God while
in fact they were in a state of debt to their brother that they could see.

• Human nature likes to tell us that we are not in the wrong, even when we are clearly out of line.
Today’s study from Leviticus focuses on making things right when we have messed up. Through
this study we can reflect on how we may need to acknowledge our own wrong to God and to
others around us. We can also see that doing so reflects the character of a holy, loving God to a
watching world.

3. The sin offering and the guilt offering were there to point us towards the coming Christ.
• John 1:29- “The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and said, Behold the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world.”
• 2 Cor. 5:21- “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.”
• Eph. 2:13- “But now in Christ Jesus you who were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ.
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• Jesus ultimately was our sacrifice who died in our place. Not an animal, but the spotless, pure,
and perfect Son of God. Where we are sinful and deserved death because of it, Jesus became
our sacrifice for sin and took on our death for us. It is only through His blood that we are able
to enter into the New Covenant, be forgiven of our sins, and have a righteous standing before
God. These offerings were only but a shadow of what was to come in the fulfillment of Jesus
Christ.
Summary
God speaks through the Levitical law and priest system to set people up to confess their sin to Holy
God and to those they have sinned against achieving forgiveness and reconciliation.
God acts by making his priority of Holiness known through the offerings needed for repentance and
restitution whether accidental/unintentional sin or deliberate sin.
God reveals His grace by giving the Israelites the opportunity to receive the forgiveness of sins and to
serve Him in spite of their rebellion and wickedness and to always come back to Him.
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Exodus Era
The Day of Atonement – Leviticus 16
(April 3)
Overview
Because the Israelites had been held captive in Egypt for 400 years, the concept of God had been
distorted by the polytheistic, pagan Egyptians. The purpose of Leviticus is to provide instruction and
laws to guide a sinful, yet redeemed people in their relationship with a holy God. There is an emphasis
in Leviticus on the need for personal holiness in response to a holy God as we saw last week. Sin must
be atoned for through the offering of proper sacrifices (chapters 8-10). Other topics covered in the
book are diets (clean and unclean foods), childbirth, and diseases which are carefully regulated
(chapters 11-15). Chapter 16 describes the Day of Atonement when an annual sacrifice is made for
the cumulative sin of the people. Furthermore, the people of God are to be circumspect in their
personal, moral, and social living, in contrast to the then-current practices of the heathen roundabout
them (chapters 17-22).
Leviticus was given for two basic groups: all the sons of Israel (1:2) and, specifically, to the Levites
and the priests (Aaron and his sons).
Leviticus deals with the Mosaic covenant (Read Exodus 19:5-8). This covenant addresses three major
areas: moral, sacrificial, and legal. The book also defines specific models of worship and lifestyle
(Sabbath, dietary, cleanliness, etc.).
• The moral law dealt with the ethical absolutes for maintaining a godly life.
• The sacrificial law set forth the great lessons of salvation from sin, dedication to God,
thanksgiving, and fellowship with Him.
• The legal aspect gives a system for the nation to handle criminal and civil claims. "Leviticus
declares the holiness of God and describes preparations necessary to worship Him."1 (Goldberg
8)
Leviticus served to separate Israel from the nations as holy unto the LORD; reveal God's holiness
(read 19:2); reveal the system of sacrifices by which God could be approached; and allow Israel to be
a blessing to all peoples of the earth. The theme of the book is how an elect, holy people should
worship a holy God. 1 (Goldberg 11) Yahweh is Holy, therefore you should be Holy. (Matthew 5:48)

1Goldberg,

Louis. Leviticus. Bible Study Commentary. Grand Rapids: Lamplighter, 1980.
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Lesson Objective
At the conclusion of this lesson, you will be able to understand why celebrating the Day of Atonement
annually was so crucial in the life of Israel and what the fulfillment by Christ means to New Testament
believers by connecting the law and grace together.
Key Truths
• The Day of Atonement reminds Israel of the necessity of a blood sacrifice for the removal of
sin. ("For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul."
Leviticus 17:11) (“Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” Hebrews 9:22)
• The Day of Atonement reminds the High Priest that he is a sinner too, so he must have
compassion on other sinners and not hold himself above them. (Read Hebrews 5:2-3)
• The Day of Atonement forces us to come face to face with our sin, confess that sin to God, and
come to God His way for the removal of sin.
• The Day of Atonement pictures the twin truths of sin paid for by blood and sin put away
through the scapegoat.
• The Day of Atonement points to the one day when the final atoning Sacrifice would enter behind
the veil in the true tabernacle not made with hands and bring once for all atonement for all sin
(Read Revelation 5:12).
Lesson Outline
1. The Day of Atonement in the Old Testament – (Read Leviticus 16:1-13)
• The Day of Atonement acknowledges and addresses the holiness of God and the sinfulness of
humanity.
• On this day the high priest enters the Holy of Holies twice, first with the blood of a bull for his and
his household’s sin, and the second time with the blood of one of two goats for the sins of the
people. God promises to meet with man at the mercy seat where the sprinkling of the blood of the
animals atones for his sin.
Just as the Passover lamb testifies that death has already occurred through the substitution of
another, so the blood of the bull and goat presented on the mercy seat testify of the substitutionary
death for man's sin. Beneath the mercy seat lies the Law which was given by God and broken by man.
The blood sprinkled on the mercy seat by the high priest covers the broken law. Sin's price is paid
through the substitutionary death of the innocent animal for guilty sinners. The scapegoat symbolizes
the removal of past sins.
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1. The high priest cannot come into the Holy of Holies at will. He can only come once a year and
only after specific requirements are met. The high priest washes himself to remove any
defilement and puts on special clothing made specifically for entry into the Holy of Holies on this
most special day (16:3-4). God is a God of detail and still calls us to his holy standard today.
Notice how it says, “He shall put on the holy linen tunic” (v.4). The high priest was to remove his
priestly garments and put on clothing that was not expensive but was quite common in that time.
He wore special clothing to come before a holy God. When Christ left heaven to come to earth,
He did not come to earth in His heavenly clothing or in some form of high attire. Christ came in
the likeness of man to save the world (Phil. 2:7).
2. The high priest must first offer the blood of a young bull as a sin offering and a ram as a burnt
offering for himself and his house (16:3, 6, 11).
3. The high priest enters the Holy of Holies with the bull’s blood, incense, and burning coals from
the altar of burnt offering (16:12,13).
4. The high priest then casts lots over two live goats brought to him by the people--both goats are
presented before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle meeting. (16:7,8) One goat belongs to
the LORD and is offered as a sin offering for the nation; its blood is taken inside the veil and
sprinkled on the mercy seat, where atonement is made for the people.
(Read Leviticus 16:14-26)
5. The high priest sprinkled the bull’s blood on the mercy seat seven times (16:14).
6. The high priest confesses the sins of the nation over the live goat as he placed his hands on its
head and sends the live goat (the scapegoat or escape goat) and the sins of the people into the
wilderness (16:20-22).
7. The high priest removes the linen garments, washes himself, and dresses in his priestly garments.
He then offers a burnt offering for himself and one for the people with the fat of the sin offering.
The bull and the goat whose blood was brought into the Holy Place are taken outside the camp
and burned (16:23-24, 26).

2. The Day of Atonement in the New Testament- Hebrews 9-10

Looking into the New Testament we understand that the Levitical system did not provide any direct
access into God’s presence for His people. Rather, it kept them away. Nearness had to be provided by
another, a priest or prophet. This is the primary lesson which the Holy Spirit taught concerning the
tabernacle. It teaches how inaccessible God was apart from the death of Jesus Christ.
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• The earthly tabernacle – Read Hebrews 9:1-5
• The limitations of the Day of Atonement – Read Hebrews 9:6-10
• The heavenly Day of Atonement – Read Hebrews 9:11-15; 24-28
Christ, the perfect High Priest, did not need to enter the Most Holy Place, since His was a perfect
priesthood without personal sin. He entered the Heavens once, as the atonement for the sins of
humanity. His perfect sacrifice secured atonement for humanity for all time and was therefore,
offered once. God demonstrated His acceptance of His offering by raising Him from the dead. The
resurrection proves God's acceptance of the perfect sacrifice of a perfect High Priest on behalf of
imperfect believers. (Read Hebrews 10:11-12)
• We see in verse 12 that Christ sat down at the right hand of God. In the Old Testament, the high
priest was to sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice on the mercy seat and had to continue this
process every year. The high priest never once sat down at the mercy seat. Christ, the true and
perfect high priest, came and offered Himself as the perfect and eternal sacrifice. After the price
had been paid, He was able to SIT DOWN. This showing the completion of atonement and that
Christ did not have to provide another sacrifice for the sins of the world. He paid the price for all
eternally.
The Day of Atonement pictures the wonderful promise of full redemption that occurs through the
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The blood of bulls or goats could never remove sin,
only cover sin for another year. The Lord Jesus offers complete atonement, having offered Himself
as the perfect sacrifice to the Father on behalf of guilty sinners.
• In His death He became our substitute, bearing our sin. (Read 1 John 2:2)
• In His burial He became our scapegoat, taking our sins upon Himself and carrying them away.
• In His resurrection He becomes our Savior by giving us His righteousness and ushering us into the
very presence of God by His grace. (Read Hebrews 4:14-16)
Where there is no more sin, there is no more need for an annual offering. "For such a High Priest
... does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then
for the peoples, for He did once for all when He offered up Himself." (Hebrews 7:27)
"Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is His flesh, and having a High Priest
over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water." (Hebrews
10:19-22)
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Other New Testament references to the Day of Atonement:
Romans 3:25; 5:9-10; 1 Corinthians 5:7; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21; Galatians 3:13-14; Colossians 1:14;
Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 1:18-19.

Summary
God speaks and gives instructions regarding sin's atonement.
God acts as He accepts the shedding of the blood of the innocent sacrifice as an annual covering for
sin.
God reveals His desire to be among His people. God is holy. Man is sinful; yet God desires to
interact with humanity, and He has devised a way to relate to man. Just as God covered the
nakedness of Adam and Eve's sin in the Garden of Eden and Israel's sins in the wilderness, so God
has covered, conclusively, the sin of those who believe.
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Exodus Era
The Feasts of Israel - Leviticus 23:1-44
(April 10)
Overview
Part of God’s plans for His covenant people included several festivals and holidays that served as a
time for the people to gather and worship God. All the instructions God laid out for His people in
Leviticus were intentional and each of these holidays had important significance for the people and
their relationship with God. As God’s children today, we can see that each of these special feasts also
pointed forward to the person and work of Jesus. God has and always will be at work to deliver,
protect, and provide for His people. The feasts teach us about the nature of God and help us better
understand God’s redemptive plan for mankind.
Lesson Objective
At the end of this lesson, you will understand that each of the seven feasts of Israel connect to Jesus
and His work in our lives.
Key Truths
• The Hebrew word for “feasts” (moadim/mo’ed) in verse 2 literally means “appointed times or
sacred assemblies.” The appointed feasts and sacred assemblies were national celebrations.
These festive occasions afforded opportunity for the Israelites to renew their allegiance to God
and to promote national unity. The celebration of the annual feasts united the nation as they
expressed their devotion to God for His past acts of goodness on their behalf.
• In Leviticus God gave to His people sacred days and weeks. God’s sacred calendar carried the
message that God’s people live in constant contact with God and order their calendars around
worshiping God.
Lesson Outline - Leviticus 23:1-44
The chapter begins with the prophetic introductory formula: “The Lord said to Moses” (23:1), while
the remainder of the chapter provides information on the observance of the appointed feasts
throughout the calendrical year (23:2). The chapter closes (23:44) with the declaration that Moses
had announced the appointed feasts to the Israelites.
See the feast calendar provided in the appendix as a visual aid.
1. The festival of Sabbath - (Read 23:3)
The first mentioned “appointed time” is the Sabbath, which was the most often celebrated (each
week) and the one that forms the basis for the remaining feasts. The Sabbath commands that the
Israelite is to work for six days, but on the seventh day work was to cease. There was rest from the
normal routine of life when devotion should be given to spiritual matters. The Sabbath was meant to
be a joyous occasion of spiritual reflection with the whole heart, for it established a weekly renewal of
Israel’s covenant relationship with God just as the other feasts do.
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The original Sabbath helped the Israelites wandering in the wilderness remember that they were
dependent on God, not their own efforts, to meet their daily needs.

2. The Feast of Passover - (Read 23:4-8)
It was to begin on the fourteenth day of the first month and was followed the next day by the Feast of
Unleavened Bread (23:4-6). These two ceremonies were apparently combined at the beginning, for
the Passover lamb was to be eaten with unleavened bread (Read Exodus 12:8).
Historically, Passover is a holy day commemorating God’s deliverance of Israel from the bondage of
Egypt. (Exodus 12:1-28) On the first Passover, the angel of the Lord killed every first-born male
throughout the land of Egypt, from Pharaoh, to slave, to camel (12:29). The angel would “Passover”
those homes that protected themselves by placing the blood of a lamb on their doorposts and lintels.
The Passover celebrated God delivering Israel from death and the New Testament connection God
made through it is that Jesus became the Passover lamb. (Read 1 Corinthians 5:6-7, also Festival of
Unleavened Bread)

3. The Feast of Unleavened Bread- (ref. 23:6-8)
On the first day of Unleavened Bread no work was to be done (see the pattern?), and a sacred
assembly was to be held (23:7). The unleavened bread reminded the Israelites of the haste in which
they left the land of Egypt. They were forced to begin their journey before the dough could rise.
During this seven-day period only bread without yeast could be eaten. The Jews celebrated the
Passover on the first-year anniversary of the event (Numbers 9:1-14) as well as shortly after their
entrance into the promised land (Joshua 5:10-11).
Each of these feasts were important and regularly observed to keep the peoples focused on God. As
you will see in the coming months during the kingdom, divided kingdom, exile and return eras the
people did not always observe these feasts. When they recognized their disobedience, they sought to
reconcile this (Nehemiah 8:13-18).
The Festival of Unleavened Bread was celebrating God’s deliverance of Israel from slavery and the
New Testament connection God made is Jesus paid for our sin through his death and resurrection and
in it we are no longer slaves to sin. (Read John 6:47-51)
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4. The Feast of First Fruits - (Read 23:9-14)
The next festive event in the Israelite calendar was the Feast of First Fruits, which began the day after
the Sabbath in the week of Unleavened Bread. On this day the Israelite presented a sheaf of the first
grain of barley. (23:9-11) The presentation of the first sheaf was representative of the entire crop,
acknowledging that the yield came from the hand of God. God was to be honored with the first fruits
from the harvest to acknowledge that He graciously gives to us. The offering of the first of the harvest
to God was a way of recognizing the fact that the land belonged to God, and it was a token of His
abundant blessing. (Lev 20:24)
For the Israelites whether they had a good or bad harvest, they gave their first fruits to the Lord. It
kept them mindful of God’s provision by putting Him first.
The Festival of First Fruits was celebrating God’s gift of the coming harvest; the New Testament
connection God made is that Jesus allowed us to become adopted sons/daughters, a first fruit with
Him that was made possible by his death/resurrection. (Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-23)
5. The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) - (Read 23:15-16)
The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) was to occur seven full weeks after the Feast of First Fruits; thus, it
was named “Weeks.” (23:15-16a) Pentecost means 50 and was celebrated 50 days from the Feast of
First Fruits. During this feast the worshipper was to present a wave offering of two loaves of bread
composed of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour. In addition, along with seven male lambs, one bull
and two rams were to be presented as a burnt offering to the Lord (23:16b-18). A male goat was to be
sacrificed as a sin offering, and two male lambs were given for a fellowship offering (23:19-20). No
work was to be done on this day (23:21). During the celebration of this feast the Israelites were to
remember the poor, for they were reminded to leave the corners of the field for the poor and the
foreigner to glean. (Read 23:22)
We know that God poured out his Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, 50 days after his resurrection.
(Read Acts 2:1-4) The Festival of Weeks celebrated God’s gift of the harvest and in the New
Testament connection we see Jesus ascend to heaven so the Helper could come. (Read Acts 1:8)

6. The Feast of Trumpets - (Read 23:23-25)
During the one-day celebration of the Feast of Trumpets no work was to be done and an offering was
made to the Lord. The day was accompanied by trumpet blasts. The Feast of Trumpets marked the
end of one agricultural year and the beginning of another. The offerings that accompanied this feast
are given in Numbers 29:1-6.
This feast was instituted as a day of rest on the Sabbath, with trumpets blasting and sacrifices given at
the end of the harvest season. The Festival of Trumpets was a sign of the coming new year
(agriculturally), and the New Testament connection is that trumpets signal Jesus’ second coming.
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Often in scripture the blowing of a loud trumpet was associated with the rapture. (1 Thess. 4:13-18, 1
Corinthians 15:51-52)

7. The Day of Atonement- (Read 23:26-32)
Unique to this celebration was the command that the Israelites “deny themselves” (mentioned three
times, 23:27, 29, 32). Three times the text repeats that no work was to be done on this day. (23:28,
30, 31) The avoidance of work on the Day of Atonement is very important. Failure to adhere to this
law resulted in being cut off from fellow countrymen (23:29). The day begins in the evening, which is
the reason Jews traditionally begin to observe the Sabbath on Friday at sundown (26:32).
As instructed by the Lord, the high priest was to enter the Holy of Holies to make atonement for the
people of Israel (see Leviticus 16 lesson). As part of the atonement, two goats were selected. One
goat was slain as a sacrificial atonement for the sins of Israel, and the other was called the scapegoat.
The scapegoat symbolically bore the sins of the nation of Israel away from the people. It was set free
into the wilderness symbolically taking away the sins of the nation from their midst.
Since the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D., the Day of Atonement cannot be properly observed.
Without a proper place of sacrifice, there cannot be a sacrifice. Without a sacrifice, there cannot be
atonement, but, as Christians, we know that Jesus has provided our atonement.
The Day of Atonement celebrated God taking away sin and the New Testament connection God made
is Jesus’ payment for sin through the shed blood of the true Lamb. (Read John 1:29)

8. The Feast of Booths (Feast of Tabernacles) - (Read 23:39-44)
On the first day of the feast the Israelite was to take fruit from the trees, palm branches, leafy
branches, and willows (23:39-40a). The Israelites were to celebrate this occasion by living in booths
during the entire seven-day period to remember the departure from Egypt and the long journey to
Sinai (23:41-43). Throughout the entire duration of this feast, the Israelites were to rejoice in the Lord
(23:40b). This was the only festival event in the Israelite calendar where rejoicing is commanded by
God.
God instructed the Israelites to live in booths for seven days, to celebrate God’s provision
(reminiscent of their experiences in the wilderness--God dwelt (“tabernacled”) with His people during
this time and kept watch over them … just like He does us today. The Holy Spirit tabernacles in us!
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As on the Passover and the Feast of Weeks, all men had to appear at the tabernacle/temple at the
Feast of Booths to give in proportion to how they had been blessed by the Lord (Ex. 23:14-17; Deut.
16:16-17). The mandatory reading of the Law every seven years to the congregation was a distinctive
of the Feast of Booths (Deuteronomy 31:10-13; Nehemiah 8:13-18).
The Festival of Booths celebrated God’s provision in the wilderness (Exodus 13:21) and the New
Testament connection God made is that we see Jesus during the Feast of Booths in John 7. (Read
John 7:37-38)

Summary
God speaks through this whole chapter giving Moses specific instructions on how and when to
worship Him throughout the year.
God acts through Leviticus as He sets up His theocracy and nation by providing ways to keep His
nation focused on Him.
God reveals His desire to see His people be a holy people and set aside “sacred assemblies” feasts for
Him all of which point to the coming of Jesus.
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Appendix
Exodus Map

1. Rameses Israel was thrust out of Egypt (Ex. 12; Num. 33:5).
2. Succoth After the Hebrews left this first campsite, the Lord attended them in a cloud by day and in a pillar
of fire by night (Ex. 13:20–22).
3. Pi-hahiroth Israel passed through the Red Sea (Ex. 14; Num. 33:8).
4. Marah The Lord healed the waters of Marah (Ex. 15:23–26).
5. Elim Israel camped by 12 springs (Ex. 15:27).
6. Wilderness of Sin The Lord sent manna and quail to feed Israel (Ex. 16).
7. Rephidim Israel fought with Amalek (Ex. 17:8–16).
8. Mount Sinai (Mount Horeb or Jebel Musa) The Lord gave the Ten Commandments (Ex. 19–20).
9. Sinai Wilderness Israel constructed the tabernacle (Ex. 25–30).
10. Wilderness Camps Seventy elders were called to help Moses govern the people (Num. 11:16–17).
11. Ezion-geber Israel passed through the lands of Esau and Ammon in peace (Deut. 2).
42

12. Kadesh-barnea Moses sent spies into the promised land; Israel rebelled and failed to enter the land;
Kadesh served as the main camp of Israel for many years (Num. 13:1–3, 17–33; 14; 32:8; Deut. 2:14).
13. Eastern Wilderness Israel avoided conflict with Edom and Moab (Num. 20:14–21; 22–24).
14. Arnon River Israel destroyed the Amorites who fought against them (Deut. 2:24–37).
15. Mount Nebo Moses viewed the promised land (Deut. 34:1–4). Moses delivered his last three sermons
(Deut. 1–32).
16. Plains of Moab The Lord told Israel to divide the land and dispossess the inhabitants (Num. 33:50–56).
17. Jordan River Israel crossed the Jordan River on dry ground. Near Gilgal, stones from the bottom of the
Jordan River were placed as a monument of Jordan’s waters being divided (Josh. 3:1–5:1).
18. Jericho The children of Israel captured and destroyed the city (Josh. 6).
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The Seven Holy Furnishings
Before we present a detailed interpretation of the bronze Altar of Burnt Offering, we shall briefly
summarize the interpretation of each of the seven furnishings of the Tabernacle in terms of the
redemption of the believer. The seven main furnishings portray the development of the Christian from
the time he approaches Christ initially until he arrives at the full salvation of God.
Altar of Burnt Offering (Exodus 27:1)
• Laver (Exodus 30:18)
• Table of Showbread (Exodus 25:23)
• Lampstand (Exodus 25:31)
• Altar of Incense (Exodus 30:1)
• Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10)
• Mercy Seat (Exodus 25:17)
Altar of Burnt Offering—It is referred to in the Scripture as the “brazen,” that is, brass altar. Scholars
are of the opinion that copper or bronze was the metal used. All offerings made by fire took place at
this altar.
•

The Altar of Burnt offering portrays the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary, brought to our
minds continually in the sacrament of Communion; the atonement that Christ has made for our sins;
our Passover Lamb.

45

Laver—Also of bronze. The Laver was a wash basin placed out in the Courtyard of the Tabernacle
between the Altar of Burnt Offering and the door of the Tabernacle.
The Laver signifies our separation from sin and the world by our crucifixion with Christ, established by
water baptism; purification from the filth of the world as we keep ourselves holy by confession,
repentance, resistance to sin, obedience to God’s will, the atoning blood of Christ, the power of the
Holy Spirit, and the Word of God; the washing away of our sins that comes about by receiving and
obeying the Word of God.
Table of Showbread (literally, Bread of Faces, or Bread of the Presence)—The Table of the
Presence Bread was made from acacia wood covered with gold.
The Table of Showbread typifies the continual presentation of the living Word of God, Christ, the
eating of whom builds up Christ in the believer; the receiving of the body and blood of the Lord in the
Communion service; Christ, the Bread from Heaven; the born-again experience.
Lampstand—This furnishing had a central shaft and six side-branches. At the top of the central shaft
and of each of the side-branches was a golden lamp that burned olive oil. The Lampstand and its
accessories were beaten out of one mass of pure gold.
The golden Lampstand represents the baptism with the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ; the various
ministries and gifts of the Holy Spirit; anointing for Christian ministry and service; the law of the Spirit
of Life; Pentecost; the Head and Body of Christ, who is the Anointed Deliverer, the Servant of the
Lord.
Altar of Incense—The Altar of Incense stood in the Holy Place before the Veil, in direct line with the
Ark of the Covenant. The Altar of Incense was constructed from acacia wood covered with gold.
The Altar of Incense speaks to us of the Life and Person of the Lord Jesus worked into the life and
person of the believer by the Holy Spirit, so that the believer’s prayers and worship bring the
fragrance of His beloved Son before the face of the Father in Heaven, death to self-love and self-will.
Ark of the Covenant—The Ark was made from acacia wood covered with gold. Acacia wood and
gold were two of the most important building materials of the Tabernacle of the Congregation.
The Ark of the Covenant typifies the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore the saint of God in whom Christ
is being formed, who is overcoming sin in his daily walk, and who is learning perfect obedience to the
Father. In his heart are the following three graces:
The Ten Commandments—the Law of God wrought in his character.
• The memorial jar of manna—daily strength from Christ; the body and blood of Christ, our daily
Bread from Heaven; the trait of depending continually on Christ each moment of the day for all
matters great and small.
• Aaron’s rod that budded—the power of eternal resurrection life that operates in the priesthood
God has chosen.
Mercy Seat—The Mercy Seat (Lid of Reconciliation) was beaten out of pure gold. The Mercy Seat
served as a covering lid for the Ark of the Covenant.
•

The solid-gold Mercy Seat portrays the fullness of the Glory of God in Christ through the Holy Spirit;
the image of Christ formed in spirit, soul and body; authority and power through Christ over all things;
the abiding of the Persons of the Godhead in the Christian.
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